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T ree Grand Criminals, vit. 
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BEING 
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in Detecting the Dreadful Miſchief 
of theſe fore-mention'd SINS co 

common in this Age. 
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The Marrant. 


HERE having been very great and ma- 
nifold Complaints made to our Lord 
Chief Juſtice Equity, of the irregular 
Lives and Actions of ſeveral grand 
Criminals, that for ſome years have been ſuffered 
and countenanced in our Cities and Country of 
Commerce ; who being tolerated to live amongſt 
us, have been as the Moth or Canker to our Com- 
monwealth ; they having cauſed Trade to be dead, 


Money to be ſcarce, Friendſhip to he loſt, befi des ” 


the daily expectation of God's Judgments : Two 
of the Criminals have been difcover'd by Name, 
viz. Tdleneſs, alias Idle-ſloth, and Sir Arrogant 
Pride; whereupon the Lord Chief Juſtice iſſued 
out his Warrant to ſeize and apprchend the two 
Criminals aforeſaid ; Which Waran runs thus, or 


to this effec. 50 1 8] 1 . 


E 6p all Mayors, Sheriffs, © Feier of ah Nins 
Conſtables and He ddboroughs, wit hin the ſe our 
Sovereign's 3 of the Cities and Conntries 


of Commerce; Theſe are to may require, and com- 


1 and every of yon, that upon ſight _ 


yoo forthwith tag with you ow Aid 
5 A 2:1; Aſſeſtances 


(40 
Aſiſt ance, which by the Authority of your Office 


and by this Warrant you. are impamered to de, 
and make diligent- ſearch for. the. two Criminals © 


PH ortpatld, eſpecially in thoſe parts and places you 
will be directed to -— And when you have ſcix d and 
taken them, haue them before the next Juſtice of 
Peace, who by virtue hereof is authoriz'd to com- 
mit them to ſafe Cuſt ody till the next Seſſions of 


the Peace, to be cloſely confin'd till they are diſ- 


charged by due courſe of Law, By our Soveraign's 
Authority. Signed by me L. C. J. Equity. 


* N 7 Amn 


Same Deſcriptions given of the C riminals, 
and how and where moſt likely to find them. 


1. F Dlene/s. To deſcribe them by Rules of 
Aſtrology and Natural Philoſophy, accord- 
ing to Ariſtotle and Pliny, I think will be needleſs ; 
for I conceive that Phyſiognomy and Stature do not 


give any certain Deſcriptions of the Nature and 


Diſpoſitions of Men: 1dlene/s is found in all Shapes, 


Statures and Complexions of degenerate Man. So - | 


that Proverh is not always true, Long and lazy. 
But Jdleneſs is moſt onmonly produced by Habit 
og oo 

2. He inclines to dwell in the Town of Little 
Work, and if his Habitation be not remov'd, he 
lives in Negligent-ftreer, right againſt the upper 
end of 5 but you can ſeldom find him 
at home if he be out of Bed, for his Houſe or 


5 * * ON ons. We 
Ate, Le, 8 3 5 
Srl Potts N * * 


wt * 2 
F * 5 Fe OO NI ˙ $a «. 
25 ELIT Wa 9 8 ys y 
, IR «Ko 2 RS OF 2 7 * p 
— —_— 4 . 2 3 2 2 8 ( = 2 . N 


1 4 r 
—— Og IIS 2 is as. : 


N SEN 


— * Keds A # 


(5) 

3. As to the Places and Company he uſeth; if 
you find him not at home, go directly down Laxy- 
lane, and towards the lower end on your Lett- 
hand you may ſee the Sign of Bad-husbandry ; a 
Houſe where one Mr, Extravagent, a young Man, 
uſeth to reſort, with whom Idlereſs is much ac- 
quainted, for they love as Brethren, Prov. 18. 9. 
He that is ſlothful, is Brother to a Maſter; 
as Extravagant muſt needs be. There are ſeveral 
others as vile as they, but Extravagant pays all, 
and will do ſo till he hath ſpent what his Friends 
left him, as Idleneſs hath done. But when you 
go into the Houſe aforeſaid to ſearch for Idleneſs, 
beſure fo ſet a Watch at the back Door, or he will 
make his Eſcape, for he knows himſelf to be a 
ſaſpicious Perſon. | N 

But if he be not there, go down Prating- Rom; 
he is often ſtanding at a Stall, or idling away his 
time in others Shops, hindering their Buſineſs with 
ſome vain Story. But if you find him not there, 
go directly down G amefters-ſtreet, where you may 


ſee the Sign of the Tables, Dice, and Pack of 


Cards, Juli at the Corner of Ninepin-Alley near 


the Bowling · green, a place where he and his Friend 
Mr. Extravag ant, and vain Perſons uſe to reſort. 
The Conſtable Mr, Diligent, and the Headborough 
Mr, Truſty puſhed in and made diligent ſearch 
and upon enquiry they were inform'd he had been 
there, but he having but little Money, had loſt and 
ipent it, and was gone to walk in the Fields, or to 
ſit under ſome Hedg. The Officers went accord- 
ing to Directions after him, and at laſt having 
SY > _ d 
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* 
2 * 


of 


| (9.3: 

tracd him in many of his idle ſteps, they found 
him faſi aſleep under Beggars Buſh, he being hea- 
vy by ſotting: For Solomon ſaith, Slothfulneſs caſt 
eth into a deep ſleep, Prov. 19. 15. they: ſeiz d 
him without any oppoſition, and ſecur d him by 
a ſtrong Guard till they had ſeiz d Pride. 


| Secondly, Take ſome brief hints to diſcover 


Pride. As ſor his Complexion, Agur (Prov. 30. 


13.) deſcribes him, O how lofty are biz Eyes, and 
bu Eye-lids lifted up! His Gate he exalts as if the 
Earth were not worthy to bear bim Prov. 17. 19. 
not regarding that he that exalteth his Gate, ſeeketh 
Deftruftion. By his Apparel you will ſcarce know 


him from a Mountebank, Morris-dancer, Fool vn - 


a Stage, or Poppet in a Show: Vou will hardly 


find him amongſt his civil and honeſt Neighbours z _ 


for as he envys his Superiours, or any that excel 
him, ſo he ſcorns his Inferiours: And through the 
Pride of his Heart he doth perſecute the Poor; 


Plal. 10. 2. His Walk is in the Counſel of the 


Ungodly ; if you obſerve him ſtanding, it is in 
the way of Sinners; be ſits in the Seat of the 
Scornful, Plal. 1. 1, 2. At Feaſts it's in the up- 
permoſt Rooms: and in the Synagogues his Seat 
is in the chiefeſt place; Mat. 23. 6. In the City 


you may find him commonly at the Dancing- 


ſchool in Mincing-Lane, or elſe he may be found 
at the Change, whither he reſorts, to obſerve and 
Harn the neweſt Faſhions; and from thence he 
goes to the Devil-Tavern in Wickedne ſi-ſtreet, 
where he meets ſome of his Kinſmen and Ac- 
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4 quaintance, as Mr. Atheiſt, who denies our Lord 
and Sovereign in his Being; and his Kinſman Mr. 
Deiſt, that believes not his Word; Mr. Blaſphemer, 
and many others. But when he is in the Country, 
you will hear him perſuading others to fall in with 
his Faſhions; exalting himſelf, boaſting of his 
Hearts deſire, ſcoffing at the Speech, Gate, and Ap- 
parel of the Country Yeomen, and their Families, 
whom he calls Ruſtick and Vulgar, who are clothed 
in good Broad- clothing; promotes and applauds 
flight and fantaſtick Stuffs. The Officers being 
upon ſearch, are inſorm'd that he lodg'd at 
Mr. Yain-Glory's his Kinſman, who lived in, a little 
Vi.illage call'd Vanity- treet: they went directly 
towards his Lodgings, and as they went up the 
Street, they obſerv d him going before them, and 
knew him by his Gate and Habit. The Headborough 
came up with him and ſeiz'd him, knowing it was 
the Perſon; Mr. Pride went to draw upon the Head- 
borough, upon which the Conſtable knock'd him 
, down, and diſarm'd him; for Pride was never ſo 
high but Juſtice was above him: they brought him 
co Juftice Viſeman's Houſe, who upon Examina- 
tion (both he and Idleneſs, whom they had ſent for, 
being the Perſons expreſt in the Warrant) by the 
- Juſtice, were committed to the County Jail till 


next Seſſions of the Peace. 


Ambitious Pride, now canſt thou tell 

Flow many ſteps thou haſt to Hell ? 
Thy haughty Life doth plainly ſhow, 

Without Repentance there thowlt go. 

7 -. oohs ns 
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| Riends, Neighbours and Country-men, 1 
E have ſcen a Warrant iſſued out by the Lord 
Chief Juſtice ſometime paſt, for the ap- 
prehending and taking up of two capital Crimi» '! 
nals, and grand Enemies to the Weal of this Na- 
tion, namely, Idleneſs and Pride, who are, by the 
Diligence and Care of the Conſtables and others, 
into whoſe hands the aſoreſaid Warrant came, 
 ſciz'd; and they being had before Juſtice Wiſeman, 
who, by Examination, finding them to be the 
Perſons, and they not being able to find Bail, or 
give Security for their good Behaviour; he, as 
he had great reaſon ſo to do, wrote their Mittimuß, 
and ſent them to Jail till the next Seſſions of 
Oyer and Terminer, and Jail- delivery. | 
Which now being over, I preſume it will be 
grateful to you, if I give you an Account, by way 

of Narrative, of the Trial and Condemnation of 

theſe Criminals ; which, as near as I can, be pleaſed 

to take as followeth. | 


— 


The Judg ſent by his Majeſty the King of Kings, 
was the Lord Chief Juftice Spirit of Truth, ſpoken 
of Joh. 16. 8, 11, a Judg excellently qualified, 
who is ſaid to convince the World of Sin, of © 
Righteouſneſs, and of Judgment, &c. The High - 
Sheriff is Mr. Knowledg, a wiſe and honourable 7 
P ho Bs Perſon ; 
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Perſon ; The under-Sheriff is Mr. Tell- truth; the 
Clerk of the Court Mr. Good-Conſczence, the Cryer 
of the Court is Mr, Inlighten d Underſtanding, 
who crics againſt Sin. Thus the Court being ſat, 
with the Juſtices of the Peace and Quorum, the Judg 
having read his Commiſſion from the King of 
Kings, impowering him to hear Cauſes and de- 
term ine Matters, impartially to pals Judgment to 
the clearing of the Innocent, and the condemning 
the Guilty ; ſhewing that thoſe that judg amongit 
Men muſt judg righteous Judgment in the fear of 
God, &c. The Jury was impanelled, whoſe Names 
are as followeth, viz. 1 | 


Mr. Downright Honeſty, Saving, 
Goodman Plain. dealing, | Diligence, 


Careful, Honeſt G ain, 
Induſtry, Hard Labour, 
Good-busbandry, Thrifty, © 
Charitable Works, I | 


Good Men and True. 


The Priſoner 1dleneſs being put to the Bar firſt, 
the Judg gives the Charge to the Jury as follows. 


Gentlemen of the Jury, You are ſummoned to 
this place, to try the Cauſe depending betwixt 
our Soveraign Lord the King, and the Priſoner at 
the Bar, according to the Evidence given in, and 
the Law of our Commonwealth. 

Now the Priſoner Idle-ſloth is commanded to 
hold up his Hand at the Bar, and the Clerk of the 
Ea, | — Seſſions 
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(6 
Seſſions is commanded to read the Indictment, 
which runs thus, or to this effect. 

Idleneſs, thou ſtandeſt here indicted by the Name 
of [dleneſs, alias Idle. ſloth, of the Pariſh of Little. 
work thou not having the Fear of God fo before 
thy Eyes as thou oughteſt, haſt upheld and main- 
find an idle, carelefs and ſlothſul courſe of Life, 


as hath been very much to the hurt and damage of 


this our Commonwealth, even to the impoveriſh- 
ing of Families, bringing ruin upon them and 


their Poſterities 3 cauſing ſome to beg, others to 


rob aid ſteal till they come to the Gallows : Thus 
is the Nation impoveriſhed, the Land depopulated, 


the Peace broken and violated: Thus haſt thou 


livd in open Rebellion againſt our Soveraign 
Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity. 

Anſwer to this thy Indictment, Art thou guilty 
or not guilty ? 

Not guilty, my Lord. But I humbly beg and 
beſeech your Lordſhip, that I may have he Ter 
ty and Privilege of a freeborn Subject in this my 
Trial for my Life; and that a profeſſed Enemy to 
me may not be one of my Judges; for I can juft- 
ly challenge and object againſt one of the Jury. 

Judg. Mr. Tdleneſs, pray who do you obec 
againſt ? I ſuppoſe they are all honeſt Men. 
LIualeneſe, His Name is Hard Labour, my Lord, 
one that never lov?d me, and I had always an im- 
placable hatred againſt him: I cannot indure to ſee 
him one of the Jury, by whom I muſt be tried. 

Fudg. Clerk of the Seſſions, put by Hard La- 
bour, and return another in his room: he js put by. 


Clerk. 


ff 


( 1x ) 

Clerk. Crier, Call in Mr. Moderate, 

Crier, Moderate; O yes, O yes, Mr. Mode- 
rate. Ready, Sir, here is a full Jury, my Lord, 
faith the Clerk, 

Judg. Taleneſs, thou haſt pleaded, Not guilty, 
and haſt put thy ſelf upon Trial: What haſt thou 


to fay in Anſwer to thy Indictment? - 


Ialen. My Lord, I am deſcended from a good 


and reputable Family; my Father's Name was 
T Gather Good: 1 was well educated, and have liv'd 


in faſhion till of late; tho indeed now by Mit- 
fortunes I am faln to decay, and that Subſtance 
my Father left me is greatly lefſen'd; But when I 
had it, I was always free, and willing to pleafure 
my Friends, and was never flack-handed to anv. 
It's true indeed, I never much valued the World, 
neither could I ever have any Eaſe or Pleafure to 
ſcrape, tear and rack my Brains, and toil my Body 
for it, becauſe it was contrary to my Diſpoſition 3 
for I ever lov'd to take my Eaſe in my Bed and 
Chair. Knowing I muſt quickly leave the World, 


Il thought if Thad enough to laſt my time, it was 


ſufficient. So that, my Lord, I thought it my li- 
berty as a freeborn Subject, to do What I pleaſed 
with my own: And therefore I wonder I muſt now 
be arraigned at the Bar as a Criminal, my Lord. 
Judg. 1dleneſs, J am ſorry for thy Ignorance: 
But that Maxim is true, Idleneſs ingendereth Ig- 
norance, and Ignorance Error, Is thy good Edu- 


cation come to this by thy ſottiſh Idleneſs? Haſt 


thou waſted thy Time and Subſtance left thee by 
thy Father, and brought thy ſelf and Family, Wee 
8 thou- 
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(12) 
thouſands more, to Poverty and Ruin, and yet 
wonder that thou ſhouldſt be call'd in queſtion for 
ſo notorious Miſchiefs as are expreſſed in thy In- 
dictment? N 
H. Sheriff. If your Lordſhip pleaſe, let the Evi- 
dences againſt the Priſoner be called. . 
Fudg. Call the Evidences againſt Idleneſs into 
Court. | | 
Cl. of the Seſ. Crier, call in Mr. Nation: 
Crier. Mr. Nation, O yes, O yes, Mr. Nation. 
Here, ready Sir. Stand back, and make way for 
the Evidence there, | 
Crier, He is here ready, my Lord, being ſworn. 
Cl. of the Seſ. Mr. Nation, Pray acquaint my 
Lord, and the Jury, with what you know concern- 
ing the Priſoner at the Bar. „ 
Judg. Mr. Nation, Look upon the Priſoner; 
Do you know him ? | 
Nation. Yes, my Lord, I have reaſon to know 
him, he was born in our Country, his Name is 
Idfeneſs, my Lord; and his degenerate Nature 
and courſe of Life do both anſwer to his Name: 
his Father was a good honeſt Neighbour, his Name 
was Gatber Good, had he liv'd, he would have been 
grieved to fee his Son come to this ſhame, 
Judg. But, Mr. Nation, what can you ſay as to 
his Actions and Converſation ? 
Nation. My Lord, when he was a Youth, 
his Father put him to School, deſigning to make 
him a Scholar, but he would never give his 
mind to reading, could not endure his Book, but 
would play the Truant, ſculk about with idle va- 
| gaboud 


(CI = 
gabond Boys; of whom he would learn Miſchief, 
rob Orchards, learn to Game, and the like, nor 
regarding either Parents or Maſter 3 if he had Gor- 
rection, it did but harden him, he would fay he 
would be the worſe for it. His careful Fathier'per- 
ceiving this, put him Prentice, ſuppoſing the ſtrict 
hand of a careful Maſter might be an effecual means 
to reduce him from theſe Extravagances : But alas! 
he was ſoon weary of that, and would idle away 


his time, neglecting his Maſter's Buſineſs, and would 


ſay, he would not work ſo long as he had Means to 
live upon. Thus he would go idling and loitering 
in ſuch a courſe of Life that hath brought many 


to the Gallows, He would often fay, he could not 


dig, it was too painful; and he would not beg, it 


was too ſhameful : Telling his Father, if he would 


not buy out his Time he would run away. My 

Lord, I could ſay much more, but I am afraid 1 

have been too tedious already. - 3 
Judg. Mr. Nation, you have given in a clear 

Evidence againſt him. j | 

Cl. of the Seſ. Crier, call Mr. Tradeſman into 


Court. 


Crier. Mr. Trade ſman, O yes, O yes, Mr.Tradeſ- 
man. Here, ready, Sir. Why do you not attend 
the Court? Make way for the King's Evidence 
there. He is ſworn. 5 

Judg. Mr. Tradeſman, Look on the Priſoner; 
What can you ſay for our Soveraign Lord the 
King againſt the Priſoner ? A | 

Mr. Tradeſman. My Lord, I have this to ſay; 
ſince he hath been for himſelf he hath never 3 

is 


_— 


— 


1 (14) 
his Rufineſs,-nor regarded his Shop, but would be 


gadding here and there, ſotting in vain Company 


diſappointing his Cuſtomers z and being told of 


it, would, ſlightingly ſay, he car'd not a farthing 
for Cuſtomers: When we have a true Proverb a- 
mongſt us, That if we do not keep our Shops, they 


will-not keep us. And what Work he did, it was | 


ſo ſlightly and negligently done, that it was but a 
Cheat, and this hath brought our Trade into Con- 
tempt to our great damage, Yea, my Lord, in 


a word, whatever he did undertake for his Father, 
Maſter, or himſelf, hath been ſpoil'd for want of 


Pains and Diligence, and hath brought him to this : 
For, Prev. 10. 4. He becometh poor that dealeth 
with a ſlack hand, &c. And this is what I have 
to ſay at preſent, my Lord: 
Fudg. Mr. Tradeſman, your Evidence is very full 
and convincing. 

Clerk. Crier, call old Goodman Poverty into 
Court. 5 TC. | 5 

Crier. Poverty, O yes, O yes, Goodman Pover- 
ty. Lam here, Sir. He is ſworn, 


Judg. Pray, Goodman Poverty, What know- | 


ledg have you of the Priſoner at the Bar? 
Poverty. My Lord, I was too long acquainted 
with him for my. Profit or Credit, my Lord, I 
had never been call'd Poverty if I had not been too 
long acquainted with 1dleneſs : Tho I know many 
have been of this Name by Croſſes, Loſſes, Sick- 
neſs, Caſualties, and the like : For our Lord faith, 
The Poor you have with you always. 1 know him 


to be the lame Man both nat ache = 


(15) 


he ſiands indicted by; and had 1 kept him com- 


l | pany much longer, | might have been with him 
( now at the Bar of Juſtice: But I thought on my 
Ways, and found that the idle Soul ſhould ſuffer 
1 hunger; Prov. 19. 15. Yea, my Lord, I found 
chat through the Idleneſs of my hands, that ſhore 
time 1 was acquainted with him, my Houſe began 
« to drop through, Eccleſ. 10. 18, and had I con- 
a tinucd with him, it would have dropt about my 
- FE Ears. But caſting my Eye on that Paſlage, The 
1 FX band of the Diligent maketh rich; Prov. 10. 4. 
1 and, that the thoughts of the Diligent tend only to 
Plenty; Prov, 21. 5. I faw that to be true, that 
, * drowly, idle, ſlothſul living would foon clothe 
g him with Rags, Prov. 23. 21. This made me look 


about, and alter the courſe of my Life. I have 
1 often heard him ſay, that if he could not keep 
> himſelf, the Pariſh muſt. Thus far, my Lord, I 
can fay concerning the Priſorier at the Bar. 
Jug. Gentlemen of the Jury, you have heard 
how clear the Evidences have becu againſt the Pri- 
ſoner at the Bar; fully proving him guilty of the 
Indictment, what therein he is charged withal. 
You know that God and Nature hate Idleneſs; yea 
amongſt thoſe little Animals the Bees, the induſtri- 


4 ous Labourers will caſt out and deſtroy the Drones: 
I Agreeing with that Statute-Law, 2 The. 3. 10. 
O That if any would not wor k, neither ſhoxld he eat. 
J He is guilty, and that according to the Statute, 


1 Tim, 5. 8. He that provides not for them of bis 
enn Houſe, hath denied the Faith, and is worſe 
Man an Infidel ; That is, if it be in the N 
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his hand to do it. Moreover, you mult take notice | 


that this Villain hath been burnt in the hand al- 
ready; for he was in Confederacy with two vile 
Criminals, Pride and Luxury, as it ſtands recorded 


in the Court-Rolls, Ezek, 16. 49. that they ſet on ; 


fire four Cities which were conſumed, with many 
hundreds of Inhabitants, as is recorded to their 

eternal Infamy, Gen. 19. Hoſ. 11. 8. Now this 
added to what hath been proved againit him, makes 


it manifeſt that he is guilty according to the In- 


dictment. | 
* Ialeneſs. Good my Lord, I beſeech your Lord- 
ſhip to have pity upon me, I am now grown old 
and crazy, I cannot labour now; pity my gray 


 Hairs, my Lord; I confeſs I have been a wicked 4 


and ſlothful Servant. | 
Jadg. There's no Plea will ſerve to excuſe thee, 


thy Crimes have been ſo notorious. 


The Jury goes out, and the Court adjourns till || 


Two of the Clock in the Afternoon. . 

The time being come, the Judg, with the Hig 
Sheriff, and whole Court being ſat; the Jury having 
agreed on their Verdict, come into Court. 

g. Mr. Foreman, have you agreed in your 
Verdict? Yes, my Lord, and we have alſo agreed 
to give in our Verdict ſeverally. 

Old Mr. Honefty the Foreman ſaid, According 
to the Indi&ment he appears to me to be guilty, 
Plain-dealing ſaith, According to the Evidenees 
he is plainly proved guilty. Careful. If we make 


him an le, others will be more careful and 
— 2 ſaid, he was not fit to live any 


1 | 
| longer 
1 
1 
14 
os 


7” "OE 
e Ii onger à Peſt to the Commonwealth. Good 
Es bandry ſaith, our Land would thrive were all 


le uch Drones to be baniſhed. Charitable Works 
ed aid, he deſerves to die, tor he nums my Hands, and 
nN dcadens my Heart. Saving, It's pity he hath liv'd 
- ſo long to conſume others. Diligence, I am of the 


ſame mind: And ſo am I, ſaith Honeſt Gain, if 
he is made a Terror to others, and | hope we ſhall 
be at leſs Pariſh-Charges. Moderation laid, he did 
not love to be raſh in Judgment; the Priſoner, if I 
| ſpeak my Conſcience, is not fit to live. Thrifty, I 
— hope when ſuch as he are taken off, we ſhall be a 
d T thriving Land: Ay, ſaid Trucheart, and I am 
glad his Villany hath been detected according to 
d W Truth. | | 

Thus the Jury having jointly brought 1dleneſs 
» in guilty, he is put by: And the High Sheriff 
commands the Jailor to put Sir Arrogant Pride to 
| the Bar, which was done accordingly, 


I 1 Judg. Arrogant Pride, hold up your Hand. 
| |& Clerk of the Scthons, read his Indictment, which 
runs to this effect. 
Sir Arrogant Pride, you ſtand here indicted by 
the Name of Arrogant Pride; in that thou, not 
having the Fear of God before thine Eyes, haſt 
been Author of much Wickednets and vain glorious 
£7 Infolencies, and ſtill maintaineſt a Contederacy 
with vile Enemies to our Commonwealth, as [dle- 
nes, who is taken and apprehended; and with 
Luxury and Syperfluzty, and other villanous Cri- 
2 minals; who, by your haughty and vile Actions, 
" pull'd 
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pall'd down the Vengeance of God upon the Land 
of Sodom, and Cities thereof; and the like we 
may juſtly fear to come down upon our Natioſ 

and Cities for the like Inſolencies that thou haſt 
incouraged and ſet up, to the breach of our Laws, i 
and in Contempt to our Soveraign Lord, his Crown ff 


and Dignity. 


Judg. Pride, What canſt thou lay to this thy "ro 


Indictment ? Art thou guilty, or nor guilty ? 


Pride. My Lerd, I wonder by what Authority 7 * 
I am brought to be tried at this Bar, at a Country- 
Scſtions, who am a Citizen of London, the Me- 
tropolis, or chief City in che Nation : Bei des, 8 
my Lord, I am highly defcended, of an antient 


and noble F amily. 

Judg. Hold, you ſhow your Inſolence: why, 
Sir, i you would know, it's becauſe you were 
taken and apprehended here 3 therefore the Law 
ſaith you ought to be arraigned and tried here, 

Pride. My Lord, 1 hope, if it muſt be fo, l 


ſhall not be fo degraded as to be tried by a Jury of 
Mechanicks ; they may be honeſt Men fo far as 


their Judgment may lead them; but alas, my 


Lord, they are not capable to underſtand or try my 
Cauſe: And bet! des, | being a Perſon highly de- 
ſcended, ovght to be tried by ſuch as are near 
my Equals in Deſcent and Dignity : And therefore, 
my Lord, | delire that a Jury may be impanne! d of 
my fellow « itizens. 

Judy to the Sheriff and juſlices; You ſee his 
Arrogance remains with him, tho anaign'd at the 


Bar. No, Mr, Pride, we will not allow you a 


City 


City Jury, they have wink'd at your Wickedneſs 

too long; and ſince you have come down into the 
Country, and, as a Peſtilence, have iuſccted many 

with your ambitious Habits and Deportments, you 
ſhall be tried by a Country Jury, But yet that 

you ſhall ſee we will allow you all the favour Law 
will permit, there ſhall be another Jury impanell'd 
to try you by, Men whoſe Deſcents and Reputa- 
tions are not to be queſtioned, | 

Pride. Pray, my Lord, let them be my Equals. 

Judg. Do you ſee this inſolent Fellow? Yes, 
Sir, and your Superiours too. | 

Pride. My Lord, you did not admit me to ac- 
quaint you with my honourable Deſcent. 

Judg. That's no matter, we ſhall hear of your 
Pedegree by and by. Clerk, let the Jury that tried 
Tdleneſs be put by, and another Jury of honeſt 
Gentlemen of good Quality be impanellꝰd. 

Clerk, Here is a full Jury ready, my Lord, 

Faag. Let them be call'd by Name, 5 

Clerk, Crier, call Mr. Faithful, Mr. Charity, 
Mr. Patience, Mr. Purity, Mr, Chaſtity, Mr. Duti- 
ful, Mr. Heavenly-minded, Mr. Love-God, Mr. Do- 
right, Mr. Temperance, Mr. Fear-God, Mr. Hu- 
mility. All worthy Gentlemen of great Honour, 
and are highly eſteemꝰd by our Soveraign Lord. 


3 1 Judg. Mr. Pride, What can you ſay againſt this 

H Jury of honourable Perſons? 
Pride. My Lord, I am utterly a ſtranger to them 

„ . | | 

e Judg. I-thought ſo, 

: Pride. My Lord, I know not what Law I have 

„ i | B 2 broken 


(20) 
broken; I have followed che Faſhions, and what 
my Mind detn*d I kept not back, if it were in the 
power of my hand to obtain it: and why ſhould 
I not fulfil the Law of the Fleſh and of my Mind, 
fince 1 have that in my Heart and Hands, and by it 
I govern and 1ule great part of the World, and 
am govern'd by it my felt, and I ever ſcom'd to 
be controuPd by any? 
Fudg. Hold, Mr. Pride, you go too faſt; and 
you ſhall know that Law you ſpeak of, is the Law 
of Sin and Death that you are ſubjected to, and 
its diametrically oppolite to the Law of our Sove- 
raign ; and therefore you argue againſt your ſelf, 
H High Sheriff, Pray, my Lord, proceed to his 
| 11al. t 
Judg. Pride, all thy Objections have been 
an werd: Thou haſt heard thy Indictment, art 
thou guilty, or not guilty ? 
Pride. My Lord, I fear this Jury will be ſevere, 
I defire liberty to object againtt the laſt Man, tho 
could challenge them all; for his Name is Hu- 
mility. CE | : 
Fuds. No, Sirrah, I have condeſcended too far 
already. Aniwer, Art thou guilty, or not guilty ? 
Pride. Not guilty, my Lord, 
Judg. Clerk, let the Evidences againſt Pride be 
call'd into Court. | 
Clerk, Crier, call Mr. Antiquity into Court. 
Crier, Mr. Antiquity, © yes, O yes, Mr. Anti- 
quit). 5 | 
Mr. Antiquity. My Lord, here is ſuch a Croud, 
I cannot preis in, | 
| Jude, 
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(21) 
Judg. Make way for the King's Evidences, or 
I will commit you to Culiody. 

Mr. Antiq. I am here ready, my Lord. 

Crier, Silence about the Court there. 

Judg. Father Antiquity, What have you to ſay 
for our Soveraign Lord againſt the Priſoner at the 
Bar? Do you know him? Pray look upon him. 
Antiq. Know him! yes, my Lord, I think bet- 
ter than he knows himſelf, he is call'd Sir Arro- 

ant Pride, and, my Lord, he hath ever been a 
miſchievous Criminal, and a grand Peli to our 
Commonwealth for ſeveral thouſands of yeass. 

Judg. Mr. Antiquity, that which I chiefly de- 
mand of you, old Father, is, to give the Gentle- 
men of the Jury an account ot his Pedegree 3 for 
he pleads he is of an antient and honcurable Fa- 

mily, and conceits he hath tew Equals. 

Antiq. My Lord, he hath little reaſon to boaſt 
of chat; but your Lordſhip knows right well, that 
ſome will glory in their Shame, and be aſbanyd 
of that which would be their Glory. And if I may 
not be too tedious, I would begin at his Original. 

Judg. Pray ſpeak directly, and be as brief as 
you Can. | | 

Antiq. My Lord, he was the main occaſion of 
the Fall of our firtt Parents from their firſt Para- 
diſical State; being prompted by this Criminal to 
conceit they thould be as Gods, & c. as appears 
by antient Record, Gen. 3. 5, 19, So that 
poor Mankind in general had been as Water ſpilt 
on the ground, had not our Soveraign deviſed a 
means to redeem his Bauiſhed, 2 Sam. 14. 14. 
B 3 Yea, 


(22) 
Vea, my Lord, this Villain, Arrogant Pride, it 
was he that cauſed that ſad Confution in the City 
of Babel, Gen. 1 1.47. he cauſed the Inhabitants to 
conceit they were too good to live upon Earth, and 
therefore muſt build a Tower that they might climb 


to Heaven: and what great Inconveniences hath - 


that brought upon Mankind in general ; fo that 
their Language was confounded, ſo that Nations 
and Countries underſtand not one another, to the 
great damage of Mankind in general. 

Judg. | confeſs theſe are two antient and emi- 
nent Inftances of the horrid Sin and Wickedneſs of 


Pride. But, Mr. Antiquity, | defire you to give 


the Gentlemen of the Jury an account of his 
Birth and Deſcent, which he faith is ſo antient and 
honourable. 

Antiq. My Lord, he is of an antient Family; bat 
notwithſtanding the Antiquity, outward Splendor, 
and Dignity his Anceſtors had, they having ſuch 
Affinity with villanous Pride, could never leave Ho- 
nours to their Offspring. It's true, he was nearly 
related to Pharaoh, that vile, arrogant and inſolent 
Prince, who contemned our Soveraign, ſaying, 
Who is the Lord, that I ſhould obey him? (or, as 
ſome Copies, Jehovah is not known to me) Exod. 


5. 2. neither will I obey his Voice to let his People 


ge. One Vice ſeldom goes alone, he join'd 
Cruelty and Oppreſſion with it; but wherein he 
dealt proudly God was above him, Exod. 18. 11. 
for after he was plagu'd in Egypt, he was utterly 
overthrown in the Red Seaz Exod. 14. fo that 
there was a Song made of this arrogant Wretch, 

which 
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which I well remember, Exod. 15. Moreover, 
Pride had another Kinſman, one Mr. Arrogant 
Haman, who was a great Courtier and Favourite 
to the Heathen Prince of the Medes and Per ſiant. 
This Mr. Haman was ſo exceſſive proud, that 
becauſe one Mr. Mordecai, an honourable Perſon, 
and related to the Queen, did not bow to him, 
he endeavour?d to cut off all the faithful Subjects 
of our Sovereign Lord that inhabited that Coun. 
try; and ſought to have AMordecai hang'd for 
not bowing to his Ambition: But by this his 
Ambition he brought himſelf to the Gallows fifty 
Cubits high, as is recorded in the Hiſtory of 
Eſther, chap. 7. Thus his Pride went before De- 
ſtruction, and his haughty Spirit before his Fall; 
Prov. 16. 18. He alſo had a Kinſwoman called 
Fexzebel, whom this Mr, Pride taught to paint her 
Face, as he hath taught many in this our great 
City and Nation, But what became of his Couſin 
Jezebel ? (he was caſt down out of a Window 
and trod to pieces, and eaten with Dogs, for her 
Pride, Murdet, and Cruelty, as the Chronicles 
exprels it, 2 Kings g. 10, 30, 33. 

Judg. Pray, Mr. Antiquity, be as brief as you 
can: Here is a Generation to boaſt of indeed. 

Antiq. My Lord, I have but two Inſtances 
more, and | have done, This Sir Arrag ant Pride 
the Priſoner, was Tutor to Nebuchadnezzar, who 
was called Luci fer, the Morning- ſtar, I/a.14.12,14- 
or Son of the Morning. Pride had taught him to 
ſay in his Heart, I will aſcend inte Heaven, &c. 
I will be like the moſt High; and ſet my Throne 
i B 4 above 


(24) 

above the Stars of God, &c. But what faith our 
Sovereign Lord ? he ſhall be caſt down to Fell, ver, 
15. And I very well remember it is recorded, | 
that when he was exalting himfelt, and ſaying, 
Is not this great Babel that I have built for my 
Glory, Honour and Majeſty He is drove out to eat 
Graſs as an Ox, Dan. 4. 30, 33. to humble | 
him. This is that Prince that gave the Honour 
of Knighthood to Mr. Pride for thoſe wicked In- 
ſtructions he gave him, to let himſelf above God, 
Dar. 3.15. Yea, when he was inclin'd to own * 
the true God, Dan. 2. 47. then this Pride would 
perſwade him to deny him again. Moreover, he 
15 of the Blood of Herod Agrippa, who flew 
James, an Embaſſador from our Sovereign Lord 
to make Peace with him and his Land; and im- 
priſon'd Peter another Embaſſador, ſcorning to 
imbrace their Meſſage: And, to gratify his Kinſ- 
man Mr. Pride, he on a {et day, array'd in his 
Royal Apparel, and upon his Throne, made an 
Oration to them, which cauſed the People to ap- 
plaud and extol him, ſaying, It was the Voice of 
God, and not of Man Being rul'd by this Vil- 
lain Pride, he took this Honour to himſelf ; fo our 
Sovereign Lord ſent a Meſſenger, an Angel, who 
ſmote him for his Pride, and immediately he was- 
eaten up with Worms, and gave up the Ghoſt, 
A dreadful Inſtance againſt Pride! And thus, my 
Lord, fearing I have been too tedious, and that 1 
have intruded upon your Lordfhip's Patience, I 
{hall add no more. 
Judg. Mr. Antiquity, we conſider your Age, 
PR and 
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(25) 
and the diſtinct and deliberate method you have 
taken, and how expreſs you have been, I think 


this Teſtimony of Mr, Antiquity may convince all 


ot the vile Inſolencies of the Priſoner Pride, that 
in the face of the Court can boaſt of his pedegree, 


when they have all been ſuch notorious Traitors 
| and grand Rebels againſt our enen Lord and 
his Laws. 
Judg. Crier, call Mr, Suber-Citizew) into Court. 
Crier, Mr. Citizen, O yes, O yes, Mr. Citixen. 
Ready, Sir. Make way for the Evidence: He is 
here, my Lord. He is ſworn. 
4 Fudg, Pray, Mr. Citizen, do you know the 
&7 Priſoner at the Bar? 
MI. Citizen. Les, my Lord, but T wiſh I had never 


known him, and ſo may many thouſands beſides 
me: He was born in the City of Babel, which 
X ltignifies Contuſion; and brought up in Sodom 
* for a great part of his younger days, till he and 
VB ng and ſome others in Confederacy with 


them, had pull'd down Vengeance on that City, 
4 His Father's Name was High- minded, or Pre- 
* 1 and his Mother's Name was Mrs. Lofty; 
F he was brought up in much Gaity and Splendor, 


1 | Princes, as Mr. Antiquity hath wth But 
tho the Courts and Cities are full of Pride, yet 
25 1 ho the Pride | is not there: About forty years ago 
never good times lince ; for he, with other ſuch 
Y eee as Cheating, Drunkenneſs, Extortion, 
| fornication, blaſphemous Oaths, Curſings, Ge. 
F | came 


8 
came in with him like a Flood; ſo that Sobriety 
and Modeſty hath been almoſt wholly baniſhed out 


of our City. Notwithſtanding our Sovereign | pr 


Lord was provok'd by Pride and his Companions 
aforeſaid, firſt to ſend a Pettilence, which (wept 
away thouſands ; next, to permit a Fire to con- 
ſume their Habitations, and yet no Warning taken, 


but Pride goes ſtrutting up and down our Streets | 
with a Peacock-like Dreis, with a ſtretched- out 7 


Neck, and a ſcornful Eye, as tho he were daring 


our Sovereign to bring to paſs his ſtrange Work | * 


again; ſo that our City is almoſt wholly infected, 
our Trade is deſtroyed, and if Pride be longer 
ſuffered we {hall be ruin d. And this is what 1 . 


have to ſay at preſent, my Lord. 


Fudg. Your Evidence is very full and con- 
vincing, Mr. Citizen, Gentlemen. you may fee “ 
the reaſon why the Priſoner, Mr. Pride, was ſo im- 
portunate to have a City Jury. Mr. Pride, you 
have heard what this worthy Gentleman, your 
fellow Citizen, hath witneſſed againſt you: What 
can you ſay for your ſelf againſt theſe evident 


Teitimonies ? 


Pride. My Lord, I have had much ado to 
contine my {elt to Silence; my fellow-Citizen, # 
my Lord, I ſcorn to own him, or any ſuch little, 
ignoble, fanatical Fellow as he is; d— n him, 


I will lay him a hundred Guinea?>. 


Judg. Hold, Sirrah, do you know where you ; F 
ö th; 


are? We (hall take care to ſtop your Curlings, 
and check your Ambition. 


= Ht 
« 
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Pride. I beg your Pardon, my Lord, I forgot 
y ſelf: But 1 will lay that Gentleman a Wager, 
for all he is of a contrary Mind, that there is 
five to one in our City that will take my part; 


4 yea, there is ſcarce a Family, young or old, great 
\ Por ſmall, but there are ſome in it that love me: 
% ZIrc's the faſhion of our City, my Lord. 


= Fudge. Sirrah, it is not your great Party will 
do you any Kindneſs, it's expreſs againſt that 
Statute, Exod. 23. 2. Thou ſhalt not follow a mul- 
Writude to do evil. 

Hut it growing late, the Jailor is commanded 
to carry back the Priſoner ; and the Court ad- 
Mourns till ro morrow morning Eight a Clock. 


The hour being come, the Judg, and the 
22 High-Sheriff with his Attendants, and Under- 
Sheriff, with the Bench of juſtices, being fat 3 
the Jailor is commanded to put Arrogant Pride 
to the Bar, which is done accordingly. 
Judg. Crier, proclaim Silence. 

3 Crier. O yes, O yes, you are ſtrictly charged 
and commanded to keep ſilence on pain of Im- 
priſonment. a 

Cl. of the Seſſ. Here's other Evidences againſt 
the Priſoner ſubpena'd to appear. 

= Fuaag. Let them be calld into Court. 

Clerk. Crier, call Mr. Clothzer, 

= Crier. Mr. Clothier, O yes, O yes, Mr. Cla- 
bier. I am here, ready, A poor Maſter indecd, 
he is ſworn, | | 


nag. 
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ploy'd thoutands of Families in our Common- | 


. 6 | 

Judg. Mr, Clothier, Look upon the Priſoner 1 
at the Bar: Do you know him? | C 
Clothier. Yes, my Lord, but I cannot endure Mc 
to look at him. | V 
Judg. Pray, Mr, Clot hier, acquaint the Jury th 
with what you know concerning the Priſoner. FN 
Clothier. My Lord, my Name is Clot hier, 
there are molt of our Country know me to have 
livd in good faſhion and repute ; and have im- 


wealth; I could then relieve the For: And our 
Trade being good, it advanced all other Trades 
of the Nition, being the Staple Trade. Many i 
of our Citizens, and rich Yeomens Wives in the 
Country look'd upon themſclves gay enough in 
our tine Broad Cloth; then we kept good Houſcs, . 
imploy' and reliev'd the Poor: But ſince Pride ic 
came amongſt us, he telis them it's not the y 
faſhion; they mult have Silks and Sattrns, or 
elle ſome ſlight gaudy Stuffs, or elſe they are not 
modiſh, but deſpiſced: So that many hang ſo a 
much Gaiety on their Backs, that they have no- vie 
thing to ſpare to fill the Poors Bellies, which * 
makes good that Proverb, Silk doth quench the 
Fire of the Kitchen; meaning, the Heart of Pride 
nums the Flzand of Charity, faith the French 
Proverb. It is ſaid of Herod, Acts 12.2 1. he was 
clothed in Cloth of Silver; which, faith Joſephus, 
the Sun ſhining upon, cauſed the B: holders Eyes | 
to-dazle, which cauſed that blaſphemous Accla- Mo 
mation, Ir's the Voice of a God, &c. The Rich rer 
Man, Luke 16, 19. was clothed in Purple; or, "8 

| a 
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as ſome ſay, in Silk: But now ſcarce a Kitchen? 
er W Wench, but ſbe multi have her Silks, gaudy Stuffs, 
Gavſes, Fringes, Oc. this Pride perſwades them 
Cloth is out of faſhion. Thus, my Lord, by this 
Villains Perſwations is our Woollen Manufacture, 
Ithe Stay of the Nation's Trade, almoſt ruin d. 
Nay, my Lord, he could not content himſelf to pro- 
mote his vain-glorious Pomp in the City, but he 
Whath come and infected great part of our Coun- 
Wery with the Peſt of Pride. But fearing I have 
preſs'd upon your Lordſhip's Patience, I ſhall ſay 
ur Wo more at preſent; hoping that your Lordſhip 
es and the Jury will ſtop his villanous Proceedings, 
that Trade and Commerce, and our whole Coun- 
e Fry be not ruin'd. I am ſure if your Lord{hip 
would call my Neighbour and Kinſman Mr. Afe- 
{Fr altty, he can acquaint your Lordſhip with many 
Inotorious Acts that have been daily committed 
dy villanous Pride. | 
Judg. Crier, call Mr. Morality into Court. 


ot # Crier. Mr. Morality, O yes, O yes, Mr. Mo- 
lo 8 aluy. Here, ready, Sir. Make way tor the E- 


D Fvidence there, He is (worn. 
h Crier. Silence there. 
ic Judg. Mr. Morality, Look upon the Priſoner: 
le Do you know him? 
Aorality. Yes, my Lord, but I never deſire to 
5s have any Friendſhip with fo vile a Wretch as he 
5, Wath ſhewed himſelt to be. 
's Bib Sheriff. Pray, Mr. Morality, acquaint my 
- WW ord and the Jury with what you Know com- 
h erning Arrogant Pride, and his AQions. 
7 5 Mar as 


GK 

Morality. My Lord, peradventure if I ſhoul; 
ſpeak what J know, he would think I ſpeak ou; 
of a Revenge, and that becauſe he knows he hath] 
been ſuch an implacable Enemy to me, in ſecking} 
to deſtroy me. 

Judg. Mr. Morality, that will appear in your 
Teſtimony; our Law defends you, and therefor} 
ſpeak the Truth according to your Oath, with] 
what brevity you can. 

Morality. My Lord, this Sir Arrogant Prid 
ſows Contentions, in lets Kingdoms togethe 
by the Ears, to the depopulating of Countries,” 

and ſpilling 'of much human Blood, and all wi 
maintain Pride: yea it is this Pride that ſettethi® 
Cities and Countries, yes Neighbours, F riend 3 
and Relations at variance, cauſing them to flight! 1 
and undervalue one another: He is the caulc c 
many tedious and perplexing Law-ſuits, to the 
waſting of Subſtance, to the damage, and ſome.“ 
times the ruin of Families, Beſides, my Lord 
he hath a perfect hatred againſt the Poor, loo 
upon them with Scorn and Contempt; Charit), 
that excellent Grace, he tramples upon: yea, he 
maketh Men live above themſelves and Eſtates t 
that they have nothing to ſpare the Poor, the, » 
ſpend ſo much upon this Traitor to the Common. 
wealth, Arrogant Pride. Moreover, he makes 1 
Men live high to be counted great, not valuing 3 
whom they cheat and defraud to gratify their Am- + 
bition, and maintaining their Credit and epa c 
in the World, that they may be cringed to with d 
Cap and Knee: This they do to the damage of c 

their 
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their Friends and Neighbours, not caring whom 
they wrong, till at laſt they bring Ruin upon 
themſelves and Families, and all occaſion'd by 
this villanous Pride; and yet he is fo blind, that 


bis being reduced to Poverty will icarce open his 


Eyes to ſee his Wickedneſs. | 


Judg. You have given in a full and c 
Evidence, Mr. 1 it's evident he hath en- 
uin indeed. Pride, What canſt 
thou ſay in thy own Defence, fince ſuch evident 
Teſtimonies are brought againſt thee ? 


Pride, My Lord, as for the Teſtimony of this 


3 laſt Gentleman, Morality, he is a Perſon I do 


not know, or at leaſt, I am ſure J was never ac- 
quainted with Bim: for 1 ſcorn to take notice of 
every little plain downright Fellow, that is a- 
fraid to ſwear, be drank, cheat and defraud; I 
am of a more noble Extract than to be atraid of 


| every Bugbear, my Loid. 


Judg. Gentlemen, do you obſerve the Inſo2 
lency and daring Impudence of this. Villain. 

Morality. My Lord, I was afraid of being 
too tedious ; it I may bg admitted, I have ſome- 
what more to add, ff 

Judg. Speak on, Mr. Morality. 

Morality. My Lord, he is fo ſcornful, that few 


F are good enough to {peak to hin; he ſtruts up 


and deen as if the ground were not good 
enough to bear him, when the very Earth is 
de filed by him: Be makes good what is re- 


corded, Prov. 17. 19, He that exalteth his Gate, 
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ſtebeth Deſtruction: And undoubtedly Pride will 
find it one time or other, it he ſhould ape it 
now. Moreover, his antick Habit makes him 
more to reſemble a brutiſh Animal, than a rational 
Creature. 
Judg. Mr. Morality, you have ſaid enough. 
Mr. Sober Citizen hath alſo diſcovered his Carriage 
to be notorious, and his Lite a Peſt. ; 
Cl. ef the Seſſ. My Lord, I have the Name of 
one more in the Lit of Evidences, who is, I 
ſuppoſe, attending in the Court-Hall to give in his 
Evidence; his Name is Mr. Pure-Religion, one juit- 
ly meriting all due Eticem, | | 1 
Judg. Let him be called up. | 5 
Clerk. Crier, call Mr. Pure-Relig ion. | 
| Crier. Mr.Pure-Religion, O yes, O yes, Mr. e- 
ligion. Ready, ready, Sir, Make way tor the 
King's Evidence there. 'P 
Crier. He is here. Ready, my Lord. = 
Judg. Mr. Religion, I doubt not of the Validity | 
and Integrity both of your Tettimony and your 
Heart, and I judg you lincere and faithful in your 
Teſtimonies, therefore ſhall omit giving you your 
Oath, Pray acquaint us with what you know K® 
relating to the Priſoner Arreg ant Pride. 
Religion, My Lord, I have proteſſed a total 
Separaticy from all ſuch Vileneis, and to keep 
my ſelf anſpotted from the World; and from the 
Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life: James 
1.27. 1 Joh. 2. 16. And firſt, my Lord, | know i 
aim to be a Stranger to God, Execd. 5,2, yea, 
it keeps the Soul poſſeſt with it trom the right MF 
| 1 knon- 
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knowledg of God: Who is the Lord? faith in- 


| ſalting Pharaoh. And Pſal. 10. 4. Through the 


Pride of his Countenance, will not ſeek after God: 


No, as they will not ſeek, ſo the Proud do not 
| delire God in his ways, Fob 21. 14, 15. Say, depart 
from us; for we deſire no acquaintance with thee. 


: 8 They ſpeak, loftily, and ſet their mouth againſt the 


Heavens, Plal. 73. 8, 9. Therefore Pride com- 
paſſeth them about, ver. 6. As they hate and ſet 


; © themſelves againſt our Lord, he ſets himſelf a- 
gainſt them; as will appear. But as Pride ſhews 


himſelf in words, as in Pharaoh and Nebuchad- 


1  NELRAT, Dan, 3.15. chap. 4. 30. 1a, 14. Se- 


1 nacherib, la. 37. So ſecondly, in the Gate, 
I. 3. 16. Walk with ſtretched out Necks; mincin 
45 they go, &c. Prov. 17. 19. He that ! 


| 4 | his Gate, deth not conſider that he haſteth to Miſ- 
chief. Thirdly, it diſcovers it ſelf in the Coun- 


2 


tenance or Look, Pſal. 131. 1. A lofty Eye ſhews 
a haughty Heart. A proud Look, Prov. 6, 17. 
God hates, And fourthly, Pride diſcovers it {elf 
in Apparel; as out of the abundance of the Heart 
= the mouth ſpeaketh - {o from thence the whole Man 
is guided, and the whole courſe of Life is ſteered. 
Z Thoſe that profeſs pure Religion, are guided by 
pure Directions. 1 Tim, 2. 9. Adorn themſelves 
wit h modeſt Apparel, with ſhamefacedneſs and 
* Sobriety: Set not their Hearts upon outward 
= Adorning, 1 Pet. 3. 3, 4. but rather chuſe to be 
| clothed with Humility, 1 Pet. 5. 5. As Solomon 
faith, Prov. 7. 10, the Harlot is known by her 


——- Attire; 


1 
Attire; ſo ought the Profeſſors of pure Religion. 
But, my Lord, and you Gentlemen of the Jury, 
this vile Pride is ſo audacious, that he endeavours 
to poſſeſs the Hearts of Proſeſſors both in City 
and Country; is not content in his own 1 
but ſets up Pride in the Hearts of Proſeſſors; 
was he that put David upon numbering the Peo- 
ple, 2 Sam. 24. 3, 10. and cauſed Hezekial”s 
Heart to be lifted up, 2 Chron. 32. 25, 31. when 
God had left him to try him, Satan ſoon poſſeſſes 
him with villanous Pride Yea, when our Re- 
deemer was ſpeaking of his Death, then did this 
Pride ſet the Diſciples together by the Ears in 
9 which ſhould be greateſt, Like 22. 


Vea it is this Pride that ſtirs up theſe Diotre- 


dice in our Aſſemblies, ſtriving for Prehemi- 
nence, 3 Joh. 9. Yea it's this arrogant Spirit 


that ſows Contention, and breaks the Bonds of 
Unity amongſt the Profeſſors of pure Religion. 
Pride lifts Men up to Conceit, they have attain'd | 


to Infallibility ia Knowledg, and condemn all 


that ſce not with their Eyes as Hereticks; forget- 
ting that Caution, Be not high-minded, but fear; 


Rom. 11. 20. The Laodiceans, Rev. 3. 16, 17. 


conceited themſelves rich and great, when they 
were miſerable and poor. In a word, as one 
noteth, Pride is (Morbus Satanicus) Satans 
Diſeaſe. St. Paul when he had abundance of | 


Revelations was in danger of being puffed up, 
2 Cor. 12,7. his dear Lord would rather he fhould ; 


be buffered by Satan, than that in Pride he ſhould ? 
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be like Satan. And thus, my Lord, is this Cri- 
minal Pride an Enemy to our Soyereign, Religion, 
and good Manners, This is what I have to ſay, 
my Lord. 

Tuag, There hath been enough ſaid, Mr. Reli- 

ion. 

The Court adjourns till Two of the Clock in 
the Afternoon. _ . 


The hour bong” come, and a < Jud return'd 
to the Bench, with the Sheritls, and Juſtices of 
the Peace, &c. the Jailor is commanded to put 
the Priſoner Arrogant Pride to the Bar. Silence 
is proclaim'd on pain of Impriſonment. 

Jadg. Arrogant Pride, thou haſt heard what 
theſe worthy and honeſt Men have evidenced againſt 
thee; What canſt thou ſay for thy ſelf? And 

what reaſcn canſt thou ſhew why the Sentence 
of Death and Mortitication ſhould not be paſſed 
upon thee? 

Pride. My Lord, I wonder why J muſt be 
: thus degraded by "theſe Mechanicks that have 
| be againſt me, only becauſe of my gay and 
= 4 enter Habit, Carriage and Deportment: I ſee 
1 no juſt reaſon why 1 muſt be called Pride at every 

1 ſeeing purely for my Gentility and Neat- 
3 neſs, I am ſo hated and envied by ſuch ruſtick 
: bo © Clowns that care not how they go. He that 
in $ wares Wooden Shoes envies him that can go 
4 gin Gold Slippers. 
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Fudg. Sirrah, ſorbear your Reflections upon 
the Evidences, they are honeſt and wiſe Men. 1 

Pride. My Lord, and as to my Gate, | was 
brought up at the Dancing-ſchool, and taught to 
carry my ſelf genteely, to hold up my Head. 
exalt my Gate, &c. Beſides, Mr. High-mind 
taught me, being my own Father, not to re- 
gard my Inferiours 3 but be ſure to envy my Su- 
periors, or thoſe that were more richly clothed, 
more highly reſpected and exalted than my ſelf: 7 
And my honoured Mother, Madam Lefty, would 
always be telling me, when young, that I mufi 2? 
not play with the Poor, nor run amongſi the 
Rabble, fit uppermoſt at School or Table; ex- 
alt my Countenance and Eyes. I could never 
endure to read the 13 iſt Plalm: She would be 
ſure I ſhould be one of the firſt in a new Faſhion, 
and exercis?d in the higheſt of Matters: So that, 
my Lord, I have acted according to my Bir 
and Education. And as to what the two laſt 7 
Gentlemen witneſſed againſt me, it is true, I have 
heard of Morality, but 1 have ever been ſo great 
a ſtranger to him, that I did never know whether 


8 


it were a Perſon or a Principle till now; neither 
did I ever learn what it meant till now. And 


* 
*. 
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would riſe in my Mind againſt his very Name. 
But I am one, my Lord, that goes to Church, 
hath taken the Oaths, received the Sacrament, &c. 
or elſe you may be ſure, I had never been exalted 


to ſuch Places of Honour and Truſt my Lord, 


it's the Religion of my Parents; it's the moſt 
ealy, moſt honourable, and moli profitable to 
me; fo that I think to live and die in it. There 
are two Acquaintances of mine, Mr. Profaneneſs 
and Mr. Debauchery, that have been my Conco- 
initants to get Preferment, with ſeveral others, 
who are ſo wiſe as to ſee that Honour and Pre- 
terment runs only in this Channel. So that as 
we deſire to have nothing to do with Mr. Pare- 
Religion, nor to have but little acquaintance with 
Mr. Morality, methinks they may leave me to my 
liberty, my Lord. : 

Judg. Sirrah, I have condeſcended with much 
Patience to hear thy vain and frivolous Apology, 
it rather tends to aggravate than extenuate thy 
Crimes; ſo that 1 ſhall now ſum up the Evi- 
dence. 

Crier, Silence about the Court there. 

Judg. Gentlemen of the Jury, you have heard 
what plain and clear Evidences have appeared 
againſt the Priſoner: Firſt, Mr. Antiquity bath 
ſhewed, that he had a hand in the fuſt and 
original Miſchief and Miſery that came upon 
Mankind; yea it hath been ſuppoſed by ſome, 
that Pride cauſed Angels to become Devils. 
Pride ( faith Hugo) was born in Heaven, but 

C 3 ſor- | 
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forgetting by what way he fell from thence, ' 
could never find the way thither again. This 
grave Gentleman, Mr. Antiquity, hath informed i - 
you, the firſt Man, being prompted to it by Pride, 
would be as God; and know as God : The Ba- 1 8 
bel- Builders would dwell as high as God. Vou | 
have heard what Pride brought on Pharaoh, Ha- 
man, Jezebel, Nebuchadntzzar, and Herod, &. 
how he pull'd down Fire and Brimſtone upon 
Sodom, &c. Again, Mr. Sober Citizen hath alſod 
ſhewed what Deſolation he hath brought upon 
out Metropolis, and other places. And here you RF | 
muſt alſo obſerve what was ſaid by that good 


Commuonwealths- man, and almoſt ruin'd Tradeſ= * 
man, Mr. Clothier, to whom this Criminal hath 2 
been a grand Enemy: Alſo Morality hath ſhewed |? 
how this villanous Criminal ſows Contentions, 7 
ſetting Kings and Kingdoms together by the Ears, 
to the ſpilling of much Blood, &c. And laſtly, 7 
Mr. Pure- Religion hath ſhewed how he gains ground 


by infecting his Friends that profeſs to love and 


1 
-4 6 
42.99 
* * 


eſteem him: So that you are to conſider, Gentlemen, 
how he ( to cortupt all Fleſh ) proceeds gradually, ® 
Gen. 6. 12. Yea, if our Soveraign by his gra- 
cious Precepts, and incouraging Promiſes, puts i 
not a ſtop to this infecting Pride, we, who are but 
as a Cottage in a Vineyard, a ſmall Remnant, ſhall = 
ſoon be as Sodom, Iſa. 1,8, 9. I would alſo ac. 
quaint you, that it is the Will and Pleaſure of ß 
our Sovereign Lord of Hoſts, to ſtain the Pride of 

all Glory, and to bring to Contempt all the Ho- 


nour able 
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nour able of the Earth, Ila. 23. 9. Yea, that the 
lofty Looks of Man ſhall be bumbled, and his 
Haughtineſs bowed down, lia. 2. 11, 17, Tho 
Pride hath been permitted for a time to ride 
without Reins, and to ſcorn Control, yet Juſtice 
finds him out. Uzzzab's Heart is lifted up, 
as you may read in 2 Chron. 26. 16, 21, Juſtice 
{mites him with a Leproſy, ſo that, ſaith Jo- 
ſephus, he died with very Grief and Sorrow. 


Gentlemen of the Jury, I need add no more to 


cite any more Statutes broken by the Priſoner 
than what the Evidences have already proved in 
your hearing, therefore agree in your Verdict. 


The jury conſulting a ſhort time, agreed at 
the Bar without going out of Court. 


Foreman. My Lord, we are all jointly agreed, 
and clearly underſtand that the Priſoner Pride is 
guilty according to his Indictment, and the ma- 
ny Statutes mentioned both by the Evidence, 
and what your Lordſhip hath now cited. We 
have alſo agreed to deliver our Verdict ſeve- 
rally, | | . | 

Mr. Faithful, Foreman; My Lord, if I ſhould 
allow, wink at, or tolerate Pride, I ſhould be 
falle co my Sovereign, againſt whom he appears 
to be a great Traicor. b 

Charity. For my part, I cannot agr ito ſhew 
him any Kindneſs, 


( 4 Patienee. 
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Patience. No, nor I neither; it's pity he ſhould 
live one day longer. 

Purity. He hath both polluted the World, and 
attempted to ſtain pure Religion with his Inſecti- 
on, as hath been witneſſed. 


Chaſtity, He hath been the cauſe of that ſpi- | 
ritual Fornication committed by Superſtition and 


Idolatry, therefore it's time to diſpatch him. 
Dutsful. He appears to be a ſtubborn and 


diſobedient Wretch, and hath begot many pro- f 8 


digal Sons; it's time he were taken off, 


Heavenhy- minded. He is fitter for a being in f 
Hell, than to be any longer ſuffercd to ſet his 
Mouth againſt the Heavens, and pollute the 7 


Earth. | 

Love-God. I am of the ſame Mind, and I 
ſee great cauſe to hate him mortally, and am 
glad of this opportunity to check his Villany. 


Jace. 
9 And then, ſaith Mr. Temperance, all Exceſs will 
ſoon be tolerated, as this Villain Pride hath been 
too long. 

Fear God faith, how ſhould it be otherwiſe, 
when he hath Gid in his Heart, there is no God, 
and ſcorns to be controlled by his Laws; yea, 
was ready to blaſpheme him in open Court ? 

Humility. Gentlemen, I rejoice to fee you all 
to fall in fo directly with me in the matter; he 
is and hath been a Peſt, Canker, or Ruſt to our 
Nation z but now I hope he will ſee, that as 

+ | high 


Do- righe. Ay, or elſe juſtice will not take , | 
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high as he hath climed, Juſtice got above him, 
for we all agree he deſerves Death» 


: Judg. Jailor, put Jdleneſs to the Bar. He is 
brought up to the Bar, and Pride is put back. 
Z 7dleneſs, thou haſt had a fair Trial, and haſt 
been convicted by three ſubſtantial Evidences 3 
thou haſt, according to Law, been tried by 
twelve Men, who have jointly brought thee in 
= guilty according to thy Indictment; the Laws 
of our Sovereign Lord, and thy Country con- 
demn thee 5 many Statutes thou haſt broken, as 
7 hath been proved; yea, and alſo the very Heathen 
"2 Philoſophers condemn thee. | 

F Alexander Severus ſaith, Idleneſs, or ceaſing 
from neceſſary Labour or Study, is the Sink which 
2 receiveth all the ſtinking Channels of Vice. Fur- 
ther, he ſaith, above all things flee Idleneſs, for 
itt rulis like a Canker, it waſteth both Virtue and 
Strength. . 
Plato ſaith, One that paſſeth his time without 
Profit, is unworthy to live, and ought to have 
the reſt of his Life taken away. 

Antonius faith, there is nothing ſo reproach». 
ful in a Commonwealth as Idleneſs ; for ſuch 
= devour the State, and ſpoil the Common- 


= wealth. 


Thus thou haſt heard that God and Nature 
hates Jdleneſs, The little Animals, as the Bee, 
that kills and caſts out the Drones from his Com- 
 monwealth ; yea, and the Ant, that provides his 
Meat 


C24) 
Meat in the Summer, condemns thee, Prov. 6, 
6, 8. Therefore now hear thy Sentence. 

Crier. Silence there, 

Judg. Iulene ſs, thou ſhalt return to the * 
from whence thou cameſt, and from thence thou 
ſhalt be carted through the Street to thy ſhame, 
which is one of the fruits of Idleneſs, and (halt 
be put into the Stocks as a Vagabond, and from 
thence thou ſhalt be carried to the Houſe of 


Correction, under the Government of Mr. Seve- | 


rity, who {hall put thee upon hard Labour, and 
ſhall give thee the Laſh: every day, till thou halt 
learned Diligence and Induſiry, and then our Lord 
Have Mercy upon thee. 


Ialeneſs, O good, my Lord, I pray and be- 
ſeech your Lordihip to ſhew me ſome Pity, La- 


bour is againti my Stomach. Pray, pray my Loid, 
baniſh me in Labberland, Ireland, or Spain, 
Jug. No, Sirrah, there are too many ſuch as 
you there already. Take him Jailor. So he is diſ- 
poſed of according to his Sentence. | 


Jud. Jaitor, put Sir Arrogant Pride to the 
Bar. fle is brought up. 

Crier. You are commanded to keep ſilence 
abour the Court there, on pain of Impriſon- 
ment. 

Judg. Pride, thou haſt been fairly cried, and 
halt been allowed all the tavour the Law of 
our Common-wralth could ſhew thee 5 chou 


* been convicted by ſeveral Evidences, and 
proved 


{ . 6 1 : * * ; 
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. proved guilty according to thy Indictment: 

And a jury of twelve ſufficient Gentlemen 

have jointly agreed in their Verdict to bring thee 
ein guilty of Treaſon againſt our Soveraign, his 
u Crown and Dignity. Therefore hold up thy 
„Fand, and hear thy Sentence. | 
t Pride. Good, my Lord, conſider my Antiqui- 
n ty, and Age: Have I liv'd- fo long, and always 
was approved of, and never ſo ſhameſully treated 
before, as to be arraigned and tried for my 
Lite? It's hard meaſure, my Lord, that I ſhould 
t | be mark*d out for Juſtice, who have been eſteemed 
I io long; O curſed be the day that I came into 
this Country! 

Fudg. Sirrah, thou haſt been beloved by none 
but who are as vile as thy ſelf : Our Sovereign 
Lord and all his faithful Subjects hate thee z and 
could ſhew thee that the very Heathens con- 
denm thee, | | 
- Ariftotle, Pride is the Object of Hatred; but 

Humility cannot be hated but by Pride. 
Pelion. What Wickedneſs is there on Earth 
that the proud Heart attempteth not? 

Propertius will tell thee, that Pride ſlayeth 
Love, provoketh Diſdain, kindleth Malice, con- 
ſoundeth Juſtice, ſubverteth the Good of the 
Commonwealth. 

could tell thee what Plutarch, Diogenes, and 
Pythagoras ſay, but I ſhall prolong no more time. 
Thou ſhalt be carried back to the common Jail, 
from whence thou camèſt, in thoſe 9 — 

| , 


1 | 
Bonds Satari hath held thee in, and from thence 
thou ſhalt be conveyed to the place of thy 


Execution; which place is the top of that 
high and dangerous; Hill of Preſumption, whi 

ther Azrogancy hath: raiſed thee, and there thou i K 
thalt be ſtript of thy vain aud ambitious Ha. , 


bit; thou ſhalt behold the Valley of Deſtruction i 
on the one hand, and the Valley of Humiliation | 
on the other; and thou ſhalt only have the fa. 4 
vour to wake choice of which of the Valleys # 
thou wilt be calt into, for one thou canli not, 6 
eſcape, cither Humiliation or Deſtruction muſt be 
thy Portion. This is an irreverſible Sentence. | 
Pride. O good, my Lord, as 1 am a Gentle. 
man, I beſeech your Lordſhip, that I may cither | 3 
have the Benefit of the Clergy, or «lie that | | 
may be banithed into Spain or Italy. | | 
Judg. No, Sirrah, the Clugy is the Heritage | 
of the Church of Chriſt ; which, contrary to | 
the Law of our Sovereign, thou halt prompted | 
ſome to lord it over, 
\ Pride. O good, my Lord, ſome Mercy, || 
learned my Neck. Verle when | was a Lad, fear. 
ing 1 ſhould come to this ! f 
Judz. Take bim Jailor. | 
Mt, Sheriff, it's the Will of our Sovereign that | 
his lofty Looks ſhould be humbled, J1/a. 2. 12. 
Let him be cati down imo the Valley of Humility, | 
where he {hall be till his haughty Spirit be broken, 
And ſo the Lord have Mercy upon him, and grant 
him Repentance to Lilc. 


Almighty 


( 


= Almighty Judę, can proud Ambition brook, 
„hi. When at the Bar of Juſtice he ſkall ſtand, 
hen thou ſhalt open wide thy Goſpel- Book, 
Hi. And read where he hath broken thy Command ? 
= He'll dread to think he cannot then repel ;, 
ion For in the Judgment now he cannot ſtand : 
fl. He'll faint to think bis Portion muſt be Hell- 
Hie ftands and trembles at the Lord's Left. haud. 
O then, proud Sinner, think on this betimes / 
be Above all keeping, ſee that thou keep humble: 
= The Hill of proud Ambition do not climb, 
Leſt to Deſtruction thou at laſt doſt tumble, 
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30 
To the Cordial and Single-hearted 
KEAD EZ 


My Friends and Country-men; 
HIS ſmall Trat was at ſpare times 
committed to Writing ſoms years ago, with 
thoughts of ſending it out into the World, 
but it was obſtrutted by a twofold Diſ- 
; conragement : Firſt, Its vulgar Habit, or 
= plain Dreſs, it being deſtitute of thoſe high trains 
= of Rhetorical Flouriſhes now in faſhion ;, this, together 
with the Cot of changing the Character from Mann- 
# /cript into Print, ſo powerfully check'd my Intentions, 
= that I laid it by to Jeep, but ſome having read it, 
and others having heard of it, have incouraged me to 
awake it, and ſend it forth into the World in its plain 
Dealing and mean Dreſs ;, ſo that I am willing to run 
the hazard both of its acceptance and ſucceſs : Know- 
ing before tand, there are ſome hard to be humonred 
in point of Curioſity, and others ſo ſowr that nothing 
can pleaſe, We may alſo meet with ſome that will 
only fludy to cavil and pick Quarrels with it; but I 
am reſolv'd before-hand to take no notice of it, knowing 
that one of the beft-ways to kill an Injury is by Con- 
tempt. Cordial Reader, to ſuch I ſend it: know 
this, that the Tongue is that inſtrumental Member, 
by which IVords are utter d. Solomon informs us, 
That Life and Death are in the power of the Tongue, 
Prov. 18, 21, So that it's either a Tree of Life, 
Prov. 15. 4. or a ſparp Sword, Pſal. 64. 3. If the 
Tongue be a Fire, that is, either lighted with a Coal 
A-2 from 


(4) 
from God's Altar, or elſe is ſet on fire of Hell, 
James 3. 6. if not guided by the Bridle of God's 
Word: it's only Hole that have been under the Laſh 
of that Rod that are beſt capable to judg of the Smart. 
T would not be taken for one that meaſures Men: 


Worth by their Applauſe or Efteem among at the Vul- 


gar : for common Report hath many times a Blifter 
upon the Tongue. Some there are that can find n 
medium when they are diſpoſed to make others tie 
Subject of their Diſcourſe, but muſt either Diabolize 
them, or Canonize them for Saints: Like thoſe barba- 
rous Highlanders concerning Paul, Acts 28.4:-6. Ei- 
ther they are Murderers, and fo the worſt of Men; or 
elſe that the God's are come down, Some are of ſo un- 
lucky a Diſpoſition, that they can fport themſelves in 
playing the Butcher with the Reputation of others, 


like that cruel Duke of Savoy, that took pleaſure in 


blinding and tormenting the innocent Birds : There 


are others whoſe Words do eat like a Canker, mort 


pr vat ely. Eliphas counts it a Mercy to be hid from ; 
the Scourge of the Tongue, Job . Nea. 


der, if it be thy lot, be not too impatient under it, 


it may, by the good Providence of God, prove 4 


Scourge to drive thee cloſer to thy Duty, and nearer | 
to him. Let me deſire thee to peruſe theſe enſuing | 
Lines without prejudice, and take up the ſame Reſo- 
lution with holy David, Pſal. 39. 1. do not offcrd | 
with thy T ongue, keep thy Mouth as with a Bridlc, | 
So I commend it to thy peruſal, who am a Friend to 


all Lovers of Truth and Peace, 
E. 
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„4 Brief NARRATIVE of the Appre- 
\- 8 bhending, Trial, and Condemnation of 


"| Whiſpering Backbiter. Written by the 
Author in the Country, in a Letter ta 
his Friend in the City, 


Honoured Sir ; | 2 
Give you Thanks for your laſt obliging Lines; 


I have nothing of moment to communicate 
to you, fave only the Detection of a miſ- 
chievous Criminal, who it ſecms was ap— 
„ pearing in Diſguiſe, admitted a Freeman of our 
Corporation of Chriſt. Church, and hath inſenlibly 
infected not only our Corporation, but alſo the 
whole Country of Chriſtianity. Tho l doubt not 
but you have heard of the miſchie vous Effects of 
his pernicious Acts, yet I preſume it will not be 
ungrateful to you, it I give you a Breviate of the 
„whole Proceedings againſt him in theſe Parts: 
Which, as near as I could collect, take as follows. 
1. His Father was of the City of Crete; and 
you know it upon Record, Titus 1.17, that the 
Cretians were always Liars; and his Mother was 
an Athenian, whoſe Cuſtom it was to hear and 
tell ſome new thing, Acts 17. 21. They having 
only one Child, who much reſembled them both, 
they jointly agreed to call his Name Whyſpering- 
4 pe. = Back- 


CH. 
Backbiter : and tho, Sir, you know that ſome- 
tunes pious Parents have a wicked Offspring; 
10 e is not entaild to natural Deſcent ; ſo 
wickca Parents may have pious Children, Even 
ſo it was hoped that Whiſpering- Backbiter had ſeen 
the Evil of his Parents ways, and was ſo far 
ſeemingly reform'd, that he renounc'd the Name 
given him by his Parents, and enter'd himſelf 2 


Freeman of the Corporation of Chriſt- Church, 6c. Þ 


reſolving upon a Reformation, he ingag'd to be a 
true Subject thereof, and perform'd his Corpora- 
tion- Vow for a time, being aſham'd of his for. 


mer Name, and ſaw that the Freemen of Chrili's 


5 
TY - * 


Church maſt not act like either the Creti ans or 
Athenians Neither would the Corporation of 


Chriſt- Church allow his Nature to anſwer to his 
former Name, of WWhiſpering-Backbiter, it be- 
ing directly oppolite to his new Name of Chr:- 


ftianity - Moreover, he had been both inſtructed | 
into, and had often read over the Charter of out | 


Corporation, But, 


2. In the next place, Chriſtianity is an honoura- 
ble Name; ſo many lay claim to it, without juſt 
Title, as was too evident in this ſeeming Con- 


vert, who only chang'd his Name, but his Nature | 


was not changed, and he trod in the fleps of [is 
natural, but degenerate Parents; we hoped he had 


been in love with the Work in uſe in our Corpo- | 
ration of Chriſt-· Church, namely, the mortifying | 


of Corruptions, and a crucifying of the Fleſh, 
with the Affections and Luſts thereof; Rom. 8. 13. 


Sal. 5. 2. tho alas, he quickly grew weary of 


this 


= 
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this Work, and inclin'd to the ſteps of his Pa- 
rents, tho there had been no want of Means to 
inſtruct him, that the Snuffers of the Sanctuary 


muſt be of pure Gold, yea and the Snuff. diſhes 


alſo, to ſhew that the Reporters and Receivers 
of others faults muſt be ſure to be innocent 
themſelves, Exod. 37. 23. But alas, he would 
pick up Reports right or wrong, true or falſe, 
and diſperſe them for currant Coin, tho in a dil- 
guiſe, till it came at laſt to be diſcovered, by that 
great ſtrangeneſs and want of Love that hath ap- 
peared in the ſeveral Companies of our Corpora- 


tion. But there having ſome diſcovery been made 


of the prepoſterous Criminal, Information was 
given to the Recorder of our City and Cor- 
poration, the honourable Mr, Church. Diſcipline, 
who gave ſpeedy Information to the Lord Chief 
Juſtice Fear-God, who is one ready to right the 
wronged, and to repair the damaged: So he 
forthwith grants his Warrant, iſſued out under the 
Great Seal, and by the Authority of our Sove- 
raign, to ſeize and apprehend the Criminal, The 
_ as I remember, runs thus, or to this 
effect, 


; | T* all Mayors, Sheriffs, Juſtices of the Peace, 


Conſt ables and Headboroughs, in this our 
Corporation of Chriſt- Church, and Country of 
Chrittianity : Whereas Information hath been given 
in to the Recorder of our City and Corporation, 
the honourable Mr. Church-Diſcipline, of the un- 
lawful Practice, and ill. behaviour of « miſshievan s 

| A 4 Mamber 
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Member of our Corporation, who is properly known 
by the Name of Whiſpering-Backbiter, who for 
ſometime hath gone about ſowing Contention, de-. a 
ftroying of Unity, and breaking the Peace of our | | 
Corporation and Commonwealth. This is therefore, ! f 
by the Authority aforeſaid, to will and require you, 
and every of you, upon ſight hereof, forthwith to t. 


make diligent ſearch in your reſpettsve Liberties n 

FF for the Criminal aforeſaid — And when you have je 
1 ſeized him, have him before the next Juſtice of the | 
1 Peace, in order to his Commitment to the next i 
Priſon, to anſwer to ſuch Crimes as are laid to bit 

Charge the next Siſſions of the Peace, to be holden f 

in our Corporation: And herein you are not to fail. f 

Signed by me L. C. J. Fear- God. 9 

6 = C 

This Warrant was ſent to the High-Confiable 8 2 

of the Hundred of Try- all, his Name was Exami- 1 

nation; who having received the Warrant, take 

with him the Petty-Conſtable, or Headborough, | # 

whoſe Name was Prove-all : So they ſearch'd their Þ$ © 


own Houſes firſt, as reſolving, to ſee they were | 
clear of Backbiter at home, before they went to Þ 
look for him abroad. Firſt, Becauſe they would 
give no offence to their Neighbours, by any ſhew Mt 
of Partiality. And, ſecondly, Becauſe they that 
re clear at home, are the fitteſt to examine and 
prove others. Thus they went, taking the Houſes 
in order till they came almoſt through the Sub- 
urbs of our Corporation 3 they took up one on | 
ſuſpicion, her Name proved to be Mrs. Buſi- 
body; and a Man allo, for this Whi/pering- Back- 


biter 
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biter goes ſometimes in Mens Apparel, and ſome- 

times in Womens: this Mrs. Buſibody's Houſe was 
all out of order, and they asking her why ſhe 
let her Houle lie fo, ſhe ſaid ſhe had ſo much bu- 
ſineſs abroad, that ſhe had no time to ſet in order 
things at home; ſo the Conſtable reproved her, 
telling her that the Lord of our Country allows of 
# noſuch Cuſtom, Luke 6.41. and will have his Sub- 
jects to caſt away their own Beam, before they 
look abroad for the Mote of others, ſhewing her 
it was diſhonourable to our Soveraign. The Man 


4 they took up on ſuſpicion, his Name was Mr. Liar, 
-» FF ſo they examin'd him, and found him in many 
/, falſe Stories; and then they asked him, if he 


knew one Whiſpering- Backbiter, that liv'd there 
or thereabouts: Yes, ſaid Liar, I know hitn to be 
a good orderly Perſon, and a Chriſtian too, and 
is reſpected and entertained by ſeveral in our Sub- 
urbs; he is my near Kinſman, we are Brothers 
and Siſters Children; my Mother was a Cretian, 
and ſo was his Father; good People, ſaith Liar. 
Conſtable. She w me where your Kinſman lives. 
No, ſaid Liar, I know you have ſome wicked 
deſign. So they ſharply reprov'd Liar, and went 
on; and as they paſſed along, they met with a 
Freeman's Wife of the Corporation, whoſe Name 
was Godly Jealouſy : they enquired of her for 
Backbiter's Houſe ;, ſhe ſhakes her Head, wiſhing 
that Corruption of the Fleſh, and Deluſion of the 
wicked one were deſtroyed, that the Spirit may be 
ſaved in the day of the Lord. 
Conſt able. That is delign'd by our Soveraign. 


Jealouſy. 
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Fealouſy. You muſt go towards the outſide 
of the Suburbs, and enquire for Prittle- pratile. 
ſtreet, and go up near the upper end, where you wil 
ſee the ſien of two Faces under a Hood, juſt at 
the corner of Diſſembling- Alley. So they gave her 


thanks for her Directions, and went directly to : 


Backbiter*s Houle, and ſeiz d him; but he huft 
and bounc'd, and told them he valued none of 
them of a farthing. 

Conſt:ble. Mc. Backbiter, the innocenter you 
are, the better it will be tor you. So they had him 
along, but he would fain have been let go, and 
' endeavoured to make his Eſcape, but they were 


F eee e ee 1 ; 8 


able to manage him: Then he threatens them, tay- Þ 


ing he was not the Perſon. O, faid Examination 


the H. Conſtable, fearch thy own Heart as we have 
ſearched for thee! Ay, ſaid the Petty Conſtable 
Prove-all, it will appear whether thou art the 
Man, when thou comeſt to thy Trial. So they 
had him before Juſtice Order, who was alſo Sheriff 
for the Corporation and County that year, who 
takes him into Examination; but Backbiter de- 
nies his Name, and faith he ſcorns it. And pleaſe 
your Worſhip, ſaid he, I had that Name given 
me by my Parents, but I renounced it. 

Fuſtice. Prav, what may one call your Name 
now ? 

Prifoner. Chriſtian, and pleaſe your Worſhip. 

Ay, faid Juſtice Order, and a diſorderly one 
too; I have heard you changed your Name, but 
your Nature was never changed, as your im- 
moral Actions have demonſtrated. I find you 
| p arc 
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are the Perſon, and to Priſon you ſhall go. 
Backbiter, | intieat your Wen to accept of 


Bail. 
Juſtice. Who are your Bail, Mr. Backbiter ? 


Backbiter, Sir, I have a Kinſwoman:; Madam 


Fawning Widow, and Herry Hypocriie Eiq, 


Juſtice, No, Surah, 1 ſhall accept of nd {uch 
Bail, Clerk, wiite his Mitt imus, Which runs 
to this cet. 


To Nathanicl Newman, Priſon- Keeper f the 
Corporation and County of Chriti-Church 
and Cghriſtianity: This is to require you to 
take into ſafe Cuſtody the Body of the Priſoner 
Mr. Winipering-Backbiter, and you ſhall keep 
him in cloſe Confinement till he ſhall be 47 
charged by due courſe of Lam; for the which 
this Mittimus ſhall be your Warrant. 


Backbiter. I pray your Worſhip to accept of 
Bail: I have a third Perſon, my near Kinſman, he 
is worth a thouſand Pounds, and he is willing to 


be bound Body for Body for me. 


Juſtice. Where doth Py Kinſman live ? and 
what is his Name ? 
Backbiter. And pleaſe you, Sir, his Name is 
Mr. Levi Liar, he lives in Prating-Row. 
t ice. If he were worth ten thouſand Pounds, 
I would not take his word for a farthing. 
The Conſtable and Headborough conduct him 
ſafely to-Priſon, and deliver him with the Mitti- 


mus into the hands and care of the Priſon- 


Keeper, 


1 
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Keeper, &'c. Now Backbiter is much dejected: 
if you had been there and put your Ear to the 
Key-hole, you might have heard him mutter out 
theſe melancholy Verſes, 


Alas, alas, have I backbited many, 
And whiſper d Falſhoods into others Ears? 
T little thought it ſhould be known by any; 
Alas, on the Houſe-top it all appears 
The Maik I wore is pulled «ff my Face; 
I think upon the Evil I have done: 
1 fee there's coming on me great Diſgrace, 
And from it I can ſee no way to run. 


_— 


— — 


_— Seſſions being come, the Right Ho. 


nourable the Lord Chief Juſtice Fear. God 
is the Judg, with the honourable Mr. Rule-well 
Mayor, and Juſtice Order Sheriff; and Mr. Church. 
Diſcipline Recorder, as 'allo the Attorny- General 
to proſecute the Laws of our Soveraign againſt the 
Criminal, with the Under-Sheriff Mr, Learn- 
Rule; with other Juſtices of the Peace and Quo- 
rum. The Bench being fat, the Sheriff com- 
mands the Prijon-Keeper Mr. Newman to put 


Backbiter to the Bar, which is done accordingly. ; 


Then the Judg proceeds to read his Commiſſion, 
which impowered him to hear Cauſes, and de- 
termine Matters in behalt of our Soveraign, and the 
great Charter of our Corporation and Common- 


wealth. In the ſaid Commiſſion was allo inſerted, 
the 
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the Duty of Mr. Rule-well the Mayor, and Mr. 
Church-Diſcipline Recorder; ſhewing that they 
mult act in conjunction with the judg, the ho- 
nourable Fear God, for the ſuppreſſing all Diſ- 
orders, that Juſtice be not perverted, the Innocent 
| wronged, and the Guilty go free, hut that the 
Right ot all Heaven- born Subjects be preſerved in 
# Life, Name and Subſtance, according to that 
Statute- Law given to4quality Rulers, 2 Sam. 23.3. 
He that ruleth amongſt Men muſt be juſt, ruling 
in the fear of God: lu which Diligence is re- 
= quired, Kom. 12,8. He that ruleth, with Diligence. 
That they mutt not jadg according to outward 
= appearance, but jndg righteous Judgment ;, Joh, 7. 
24. without knowing of Faces, or partially ta- 
vouring of Cauſes, &c. 

he Jury being warned to appear, Mr. Ready- 
Scribe, Clerk of the Seſſions, is commanded to 
read over their Names, and Mr. Conſcience the 
Crier to call them by Name diſtinctly. The Clerk 
reads the Liſt of their Names; and the Crier calls 
them aloud by Name. 


Fate. Strife, Faithful, 
Love- Brother, Charity, 
Society, Hope- well, 
Conde ſcenſion, 2 
Patience, Humi ity, 
Plain- dealing, Concord. 


Good Men and true. Stand forth and hear 
your Charge. 


Crier. 


. 
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Crier. Silence about the Court there. 

Judg. Gentlemen of the Jury, you ſhall care. 
fully * and faithfully and impartially try the 
Cauſe depending betwixt our Soveraign and the 
Priſoner at the Bar; and according to the Evi- 


dence, and the Oath you have taken, a faichtul Þ 


and juſt Verdict you ſhall bring in according to the 
beſt of your Underſtandings; and fo the Lord help 
and direct you. W biſpering- Backbiter, Huld up 
thy Hand. Clerk of the Sciſions, read his Indict- 
ment, which runs to this effect. 

Clerk. Vhiſpering- Backbiter, Thou ſtandeſt here 


—_ 7 * Name 07-59 biſperi ing-Backbiter , N 


thou waſt made free of this honourable Corpora- 


tion of Chriſt. Church, aud admitted to the Pri. ; 


vileges thereof, as a Member of the ſame : But 
thou not having the Fear of God to before thine 
Eyes as thou oughteſt to have had, haſt been 
guilty of many foul Crimes; not only i in offering 
Violence to our Sheriff, Mr. Order, and the Re- 
corder Mr. Church. Diſcipline, Perſons to be highly 
honoured and eſteemed in our Corporation, who 
are as Walls to our City; yea, thou haſt been 
guilty of wounding of Love-Trath in his Name 
and Livelihood by thy laying him on the back- 
fide; thou haſt broken the Peace, and ſowed and 
ſtirred up Strife in the Corporation, and Diſcord 
amongſt Brethren ; thou hati broken both the old 
and new Charts of our Corporation : Herein 
thou haſt manifeſted not only the breach of thy 
Corporation-Oath, but allo thy great Inſolency 
and Rebellion againſt our Soveraign Lord, his 
Crown, and Dignity. Tue, 


% | 
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Fudg. Mr. Backbiter, What canſt thou ſay to 
e- this thy Indictment ? Art thou guilty or not guilty ? 
he Priſoner. My Lord, I am indicted by a wrong 
Name 3 I changed my Name, as I told the Wor- 
ſhipful the Sheriff; my Name is Chriſtian Pro- 
ſeſſor, my Lord. | 
| Sheriff Order. Yes, Mr. Backbiter, you did tell 
p [me of changing your old Name for a new; but 
p [you ſhewed no ſigns of any other change, no new 
Birth, no new Creature, or Newneſs of Life, in 
Z Qualities or Qualitications ; and what advantage 
is it to have a new Name, when the old Man with 
his Deeds is not put off? Epheſ.4.22. Rev, 3, 1. 
= Backbiter, If I muſt go by this odious Name of 
M hiſpering- Backbiter, 1 muli be content to bear it 
as my Burden, but I hoped my new would have 
carried me above all ſuſpicion ; or at leaſt have 
# preſerved me from being called into queſtion, - 
S Recorder, It will appear in his Trial, whether he 
be the Perſon expreſſed in the Indictment or not. 
* Tudg. What ſayſt thou? Art thou guilty or not 
© euilty ? | 
* . Backbiter, I beſeech your Lordſhip, that I may 
have the Liberties and Privileges of a Freeman; 
there are two of the Jury eſpecially that 1 have 
great reaſon to object againſt, tor I know they are 
& diametrically oppotite to me in their Minds and 
Diſpoſitions. 
Judg. Who are the Perſons you object againſt? 
Backbiter, My Lord, there is the Foreman, 
Mr. Hate-Strife, 1 cannot endure him; and the 
laſt Man' Mr. Concord: and there is Mr. Charity, 
and 


he 
fo 
ul 
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and Mr. S-cicty, Men hat have no kindneſs 1 


me; vea I can juſtly object againſt them all. 


Judg. No, Sirrah, we know them to be good, 


faithful and honourable Perſons; by the ſame 
rule you may object againſt Me, the Mayor, She- 
riff and Recorder, Anſwer to thy Indictment. 

Backbiter. | hope your Lordſhip will allow me 
to have a Counſel, for I cannot ſpeak in my own 
Detence as {ome can. | 

Judg. Yes, you ſhall be allowed the favour of 2 
Counſel. 1 <> 

| Backbiter. | thank your Lordſhip. 

Fudg. Anſwer: Art thou guilty or not guilty ? 

Backbiter. Not guilty, my Lord. 

Judg. By whom wilt thou be tried? 

Backbiter., By my Soveraign and my Country. 

Attorney General, It your Lordſhip pleaſeth, | 
ſhall open the Cauſe by way of Breviate, and ſhall 
diſcover the Diſpoſition and manner of the Life 
and Actions of Buackbiter ever ſince | was Dsſcipline 
Recorder of our Corporation, 
 Fudg. Do (0; but pray with what brevity you 
can. 

Attorney General. As for the Man, he is to be 
contidered in the common Gender, Man or Wo- 
man: Some of the learned in our Laws, upon that 
Statute, Levit. 19. 16. compare him to a Pedlar, 
who carries Wares about to utter and diſpoſe of 
to Cuſtomers : So he carries Reports and Tales 
from Houſe to Houſe. Another ſaith, on that 
Statute, Pſal. 15.3. He that backbiteth not with 


bis Tongue, &c. or ſlaudereth not, defameth not 
| the 


(17) 

the Hebrew word ( 917) from whence Regel a 
Foot is derived, properly notes a going to and 
fro, prying and ſpying, and carrying Tales and 
Rumours; and is uſed tor defaming or calumnia- 


ting by craft or guile, as Ainſworth faith, Back- 


biting is uſed for all crafty deceitful. abuſe of the 
Tongue, Backbiters and Whiſperers, faith Down- 


bam, go about after the manner of Spies, go up 


and down diſſembling their Malice, that they may 


ſpy the Faults and Defects of others, of which 


they make a malicious relation to ſuch as will give 
ear to the Slander : So that backbiting is a mali- 


cious defaming of one behind his back, A Back- 


biter ſpeaketh openly evil of another. behind his 
back: but Whiſperer ſignifies privacy; the de- 
ſign of whiſpering and backbiting i$, the one to 
ſeparate Friendſhip, the other to hinder ones Fame: 
Saith Mr. Leigh in his Crit. Sac. Obtrectatio or 
Detractio. Plal. 120.3, 4. A deceitful Tongue, 
and a falſe Tongue are ſharp Arrows of the Al- 


| mighty, with Coals of Funiper, which are the hot- 


teli Coals of all Wood, muſt, be their Portion: 


It's one that by falfe or true report doth hurt the 


Name or Credit of another behind his back; and 
is expreſſed in our Charters, both old and new, 
under theſe fix acceptations; a Slanderer, a falſe 


Accuſer, a Whiſperer, a Backbiter, a Tale-bearer, 


or Defamer, &c. and is ranked with the greateſt 
of Criminals 3 Rom. 1. 30. Backbiters, haters of 
God, deſpiteful, proud, Boaſters, &c. 2 Cor. 12. 
20. Envyings, Wrath, ** Backbitings, Whiſ- 


perings, 


(18) 
perings, Swellings, Tumults : - theſe go in con- 
junction. This is the Perſon that would fain be 
called Chriſtian, the effects of whoſe Actions are 
ſo fatally hurtful to the Peace and Proſperity of our 
Corporation of Chrift-Church, to the deſtroying 
of Chriſtian Friendſhip, as further will appear. 
Judg. Theſe are intolerable things, not to be 
| ſuffered in the City or Country of Chriſtianity: 
yea, the permitting ſuch may be of a dangerous 


tendency ; For he that bridles net his Tongue, hi: 


Religion is vain : James 1. 26. 
Sheriff. And pleaſe your Lordſhip, let the Evi- 
dence againſt Backbitey be called. | 
Judg. Mr. Clerk, let the firſt Evidence be 
__ : = Eo, 
Clerk. Crier, call Mr. Moral- Heathen. 
Crier. Mr. Heathen, O yes, O yes, Mr. Moral. 
Heathen. Here: Ready, Sir; but I cannot get 
in. Make way for the Evidence there. He is 
Roe. -. a: , 
Judg. Mr. Moral- Heathen ;, Do you know the 
Prifoner at the Bar ? | 
Heathen. Les, my Lord. 
Judg. How __ have you known him ? 
" Heather. But fince I came into the Coaſt of 
Chriſtianity : And I have wondered to hear him 
deſame others, and be ſuffered ſo long. Socrates, 
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one of our Philoſophers, faith, there is not a worle Þ 


thing than a deceitful and defaming Tongue. 
Yea, my Lord, the Life and Acts of Whiſpering- 
Backbiter contradict the Doctrine taught us. 
_ Plato 
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Plato ſaith, We muſt not believe him that ſlanders 
or tells a Lie of another; for in like manner will 
he bely thee to another Man. It's the Caution 
of Philotas to beware of Spies and Tale-bearers. 
Yea, when that Alexander the Great heard of 
another's Defamation, he clapt his Finger on 
his Lips, conjuring as it were a ſtrict ſilence of 


another's Diſgrace. Theophraſtus taught us, that 


it were ſafer to truſt an unbridled Horſe, than an 
untempered Speech, or an unbridled Tongue. It's 
faoliſh to let Words want Excuſes or Apologies 


afterwards: For our Zeno taught that we ſhould 
dip our Tongue in our Mind before we permit it 


| to ſpeak. Aud Plato taught his Scholars, that if 
one obſerved another commit a fault, he mult firſt 
ask himſelf whether he had not done as bad or 


worſe? and not proclaim it abroad. Tho we 
were allowed to hate our Enemies by ſome of 
our Philoſophers, yet always to love our own So- 


ciety: But che Priſoner cuts with the Tongue 


| thoſe in the ſame Profeſſion. Our Scipio could 
| ſay, that he had rather Hannibal ſhould cat his 
Heart with Salt, being his Enemy, than that Lil- 


lius his Friend ſhould give him an ill word. So 


hateſully do we reſent the backbiting Slanders 
of our profeſſed Friends. And this is what I had 


I deſire you to withdraw. 


to ſay at preſent, my Lord. 
Judg. Your Teſtimony is very clear, and much 
to the cafe in hand, Mr. Heathen, and I give you 
thanks for theſe Inſtances; you have ſaid enough, 


2 Crier. 
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Crier. Make way for the Evidence to go out 
there. | 

Fudg, Doſt thou hear, Mr. Backbiter ? thou 

wouldli needs be called Chriſi:an, and keep thy 
Freedom in our Corporation ; but here is a moral 
Heathen hath quite ſhamed thee : Are they tender 
of one anothers Diſgrace, and doſt thou dip thy 
Tongue in Gall, and whet it as a Sword, and bend 
thy Bow to ſhoot thy Arrows, even bitter words, 
Pſal. 84. 3. to wound and grieve thy Brother? 

Backbiter. My Lord, as to what Mr. Heathen 
hath ſaid, he may ſpeak it in ſpite againſt me; 
for the Heathens were great Enemies to us Chri- 
ſtians formerly, and uſed to clothe us in Bear- 
skins: He hath only ſaid this to make me odious, 
my Lord. | | 

Judo, Thou haſt made thy ſelf odious in the 
ſight of the Heathen : when they perſecuted us, they 
could ſay this of us; Behold how they love one 
another! But now they may ſay, Behold how 
they hate, backbite, and belie one another 

Attorney General. And pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
let Mr. Love- truth be examined; 1 know he hath 
ſuffered much by the Priſoner as well as my ſelſ 
in that relation I ſtand to our Sovereign Lord. 

Judg. Call Mr. Love- truth into Court. 

Crier. Love- truth, O yes, O yes, Mr. Lovis. 
truth. Here, Ready, But I cannot get in: C 
Murder! Murder > 

Jndg. What's the matter there? 
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Love-rruth. My Lord, here is one of Backbiter": > 
Friends had almoſt ſtrangled me. 

FJudg. What is his Name? 

1 Diſcipline. I know him, my Lord, his 
Name is Carry-Tale, he dwells under the fame 
roof with Backbiter.. 

Judg. Mr. Newman, take him into cuſtody. 

Attorney General. Mr. Love - truth, pray, az you 
are on your Oath, acquaint my Ea and the 
Jury with what you know concerning the Priſo- 
ner at the Bar. 

Judg. Mr. Love- truth, look upon the Rb 5 
Do you know bim? 


Love- truth. Ves, my Lord, to my damage: 


but as for the wrong he hath done me, I could 
freely forgive him; tho as he hath been an Enemy 
to our Sovereign, and hath diſhonoured the Truth, 
which ſhould be dear to us, and hath grieved and 
wounded our Brethren, 1 ſhall give in my Teſti- 
mony againſt him. 

Judg. Mr. Love-truth, be as brief as you can. 

3 My Lord, he is a Perſon full of 
Prejudice, and very credulous, believes any lying 
or flying report, eſpecially againſt one that is not 
in his Affections, as few are that ſincerely love the 
Truth : And when he hath got a falſe Report or 
Slander by the end, he makes it up ſo that beſure 
it loſeth pathing by carriage: Thus, like 4 grievous 
Bevoltex, he walks wit h Slanders ; Jer. 6. 28. 
And where he comes, if there be any in the 
Room that will not hear, nor take up Reports, 
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then he puts his Mouth to the Ears of them that 


will, and whiſpers it into their Heads, and then 
lifts up his Eyes and Hands as tho he were ſorry, 


and fo begets a belief in the Judgments of the 
ignorant, which have never rightly conſidered the 


Charters of our Corporation : And many times he 


enjoins them to ſecrecy 3 ſo that when they meet the 
Perſons ſlandered, they cannot get open their Lips, 
but they look a ſquint, as tho they were cafting 
their Eyes over the Beans to fee if the Barley were 
ripe; for Suſpicion is always pictured ſquint-eyed: 
Yea, my Lord, he hath come with his Pack to 
my Houſe, as Mr. Church-Diſcipline hath obſet ved 
out of our old Charter, Levi. 19. 16. that a 
Tale-bearer, or Backbiter, is compared to a Pedlar 
that goes up and down with his Pack : So he hath 
offered his Wares to me, but I being tender of 
Truth and my Neighbour ; and remembring what 
an antient wiſe Preacher hath ſaid, that as the North 
Wind ariveth away Rain, ſo doth an angry Coun- 
tenance a backbiting Tongne, Prov. 25. 23. 1 
frowned upon him, and told him he miſt to 
the Perſon of whom he heatd it, arid to ihe Per- 
ſon that was thus defamed, and know the certain 
truth of the matter, before he run about declaring 
it at Day, and publiſhing it at Askelon. And up- 
on this he takes up his Pack, and away he goes, 
and hath never come near me fince: Yed, my 
Lord, if he can hear of any fault that hath' been 
committed, if it were long fince, if it hath been 
heard, determined, remitted and buried, yet this 
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Backiter hath been for digging it up and reviving 


29 * 


of things of this nature, how haſty and diligent 


he hath been in this Evil of Detraction. 6 
Judg. There hath been enough ſaid at preſent, 


Mr. Love-truth, _ +. ; * 
The Bench ariſeth, and the Court is adjourned 


till two of the Clock in the Afternoon. 
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The Priſon Keeper Mr. Newman remands 
Backbiter to the Priſon again, not denying his 
Friends to come to ſee him. So there came 
Mrs. Buſy- body, Mr. Liar, Mr. Blind. Zeal, Pre. 
judioe, Hate- Pe ace, and ſeveral others, whoſe 
Names I took no account of; ſo he ſent for his 
Counſel Mr. Equi vocator, and gave him his Fee, 
telling him he was afraid it would go hard with 
him it he did not ſpeak, and his Evidence did 
not ſwear to the purpoſe, to juſtify his Proceedings. 


The hour being come, Mr. Newman haſteng 
the Priſoner to the Court, When the Judg, With 
the Mayor, Recorder and Sheriffs, with the Juſtices 
of the Peace and Quorum were fat; Mr. Nemman 
was commanded to put up Wheſpering Backbiter 
to the Bar; which was done accordingly. 

„„ B 4 Attorny 
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Aitoruy General. Mr. Clerk of the Seſſions, 
What further Evidence have you againſt the pri 
ſoner? 

Clerk. Here is Mr. Unity ſubpzna'd to appear. 

Judg. Let him be called. 

Crier. Unity, O yes, O yes, Mr. Unity, I am 
here, my Lord but I dare not come into Court 
till Backbiter and his Friends are ſearched. 
Judg. What are you afraid of, Mr. Unity ? 

Unity. Why, my Lord, I know they uſe to 
carry white Powder about them, with which they 
uſe to ſhoot thoſe they have a prejudice againſt, 
and it murders a Man in his Name before he can 
hear the Report. 

Judg. That is Freafon by the Law, there dare 
bi no ſuch an Attempt in Court, 

Unity.” My Lord, They are not afraid to ſpeak 
evil of Dignities; 2 Pet. 2. 10. 

Being ſearched, it appeared they had left tho 
Inſtruments at home. 

Judg. Mr. Unity, Pray how long have you 
known the Priſoner ? 

' Unity. My Lord, ever ſince there have been 
Swallings, Tumults, Wrath, Strife and Debates, 


they all came into our Corporation with Whiſper- 


ing Backbiter, 2 Cor. 12. 20. 

Attorny General. My Lord, and Mr. Sheriff 
Order, you know right- well the Conſuſion that 
hath been in ſome Companies in our Corporation 
of Cbrift- Church; and undoubtedly it hath been 
for want of regarding what you and 1 have en- 

dravourcd 
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deavoured to maintain in conjunction with Mr. 
| Fear-God, namely, Diſcipline and Order; if it 


pleaſe your Lordſhip, let Mr. Unity give in his 
Evidence. 


I, 3 
Wee 


4 


Judg. Mr. Unity, be as brief and expreſs as 
you can. | | 
Unity, I defire to have the liberty to ſpeak in 


the preſence of this honourable Court; for he 


whoſe Haired is covered by Deceit, his Wickedneſs 


hall be ſhewed before the whole Congregation, | Prov. 
26. 26, 28, For 4 lying Jong ut hateth theſe that 


are afflified by it, and a flattering Mouth worketh 


ruin. It was accounted good and pleaſant to 


> dwell together in Unity, Pſal. 133. 1. eſpecially 
* Brethren in one Society; Endeavouring to keep the 
| Unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace, Epheſ. 4. 
3. Till we all come tothe unity of the Faith, ver. 13. 


But, my Lord, the Priſoner hath been a miſ- 
chievous Inſtrument in ſetting particular Societies 


together by the Ears; by him allo neighbourly 
Union and Friendſhip hath been broken. May be 
ſome different apprehenſions have been about ſome 
Sentences in our Charter; then Backbiter comes 


cn and blows up the fire of Contention, and ſets 
them at work to ſmite one another on the back- 
© fide with the — 5 out, Hereticks, Ido- 

© laters, & c. becauſe cannot ſee through their 

Z Eye-holes3 as tho it were pothble, yea the Jike- 

7 liefiway to work a Reformation by Defamation ; 


like him mentioned by Dr. Taylor, that ſeeing a 
Flea on his Neighbour's Forchead, goes to knock 
| it 
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it on the head with his Hammer, and fo de 


his Neighbou:'s Brains out. Thus, my Lord, 
doth Whiſpering-Backbiter think to ſlander Men 
out of the faults he imagines them to be in; 
when alas, inſtead of healing, The words of : 
T ale-bearer are as Wounds that go down to the 
enmermoſt parts; Prov. 18, 8, Yea, my Lord, 
} have known when that great Union and Amity 
hath been betwixt two Perſons, yea and Companies 
in our Corporation, till Backbiter hath been at work, 
and in carrying his Pack with all he could pick 
up, hath uttered or whiſpered what hath ſoon 
broke the Bond of Unity. Prov, 16, 28. A fro- 
ward Man ſoweth Strife, and a Whiſperer ſepa- 
rateth chief Friends. Yea, my Lord, ſuch Pre- 
judice and Inveteracy hath been begot by Back- 
biter*s means, that it hath appeared next to an 
impoſſibility to reconcile them, as Mr. Sheriff 
Order, and Mr. Church- Diſcipline know' right- 
well. And this is what I have to ſay at preſent, 
my Lord. 
Attorny General. My Lord, I very well know 
what Mr. Unity faith to be true, and ſo doth 
Mr. Sheriff alſo. Thete are other Evidences may 
be called if your Lordſhip pleaſe. 

Judg. I think there have ſufficient Teſtimonies 
been given in againſt him to prove him guilty 
according to his Indictment: And if further oc- 
caſion ſhould be, they ſhall be examin?d. Mr. Back- 
biter, what Reaſon canſt thou give why Sentence 


according to the Law of our Corporation ſhould 
not 


(WI 1 
not be paſſed upon thee ? Thou haſt heard what 
evident Teſtimonies have been given in againſt 
thee. RL 20 ö } ot 
Backbiter. My Lord, you were pleaſed to 
allow me Counſel to ſpeak for me, and plead 
my Cauſe ; for alas, my Lord, I know not how 
to ſpeak for my ſelf, - | 

Attorny General. No, Mr. Backbiter, you have 


ſpoken {6 much falſly againſt othets, that you 
have nothing truly to ſay for your felt. 


Judg. where is your Counſel ? What is his 
Name? Let him appear. 

Backbiter. My Lord, his Name is Equi vocator, 
a Kinſman of mine. 

Judg. Where is he? 4 

Crier, Mr. Equivocator... Here, Sir, Why do 


jou not attend your Client's Cauſe? 


Equiuvocator. Here, ready, my Lord, and I am 


et d to plead the Priſoner's Cauſe 3 and I thinks 


my Lord, he is a good Man in the main; and 


tho it may be true what hath been ſaid by theſe 
Gentlemen, that have witneſſed againſt him, that 
he carries Reports from one to another, this is no 
new thing, he firſt receives it, and why. ſhould 
he keep it in his Mind? If he hath heard of the 
defaming of many, and others ſaying, Report, and 
we wall report it; Jer. 20. 10. W 

take the ſame liberty? Beſides, my Lord, if he 
doth ſometimes add to the Report or Accuſation, 
he hath heard it is but to amplify it, and to make 
it more taking and convineing to them to whom 


hy ſhould not he 


he 
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he carries it; for what is a Report or Story if it 
finds no Credit in the Hearers? Moreover, ſeve- 
ral other Circumſtances ſhould be conſidered, as 
it may be he can hear but with one Ear, and ſo 
cannot hear both Parties, hut reports it according 
as he hears it; as alſo they whom he backbites, 
as you are plcaſed to call it, may be ſuch as arc 
more eſteemed and applauded in the Corporation 
than he, and their Graces and Virtue excels him 
and his: and therefore his detign. may be good, 
that ſo he may keep up his Fame «qual with 
others. He is not the firſt that hath: envied the 
commendable Fame and. Deſerts of others; there 
was David hated others Profperity:: And | have 
allo read a Paſſage out of Plutarch of Ariſtides's 
Baniſhment, called Offraciſm. His. Accuſer be- 
ing asked what Wrong Ariftides had done him? 
he reply?d, None, neither do I know him, but 
it grieves me to hear every body call him a juſt 
Man, If this was a cauſe of Baniſhment, wel 
might it procure hard words; for Men naturally 
hate to be out · ſtript either in worldly: or ſpiritual 
Riches. And, my Lord, be ſides 
Judg. Hold, Mr. Equi voc ator, you run too faſt, 
Atorny General. You muſt not think, Mr. E- 
qui vocator, to tham off the Crimes at this rate. 
You ſay he is a- good Man in the main, pray in 
what main? The main of a good Man is to love 
our Sovereign above all, and his Neighbour as 
himſelf : This is inſerted in our old Charter, and 
reviv*d in the new, Deut. 6. 3. Levit. 19,16—18. 
1 and 
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and his Neighbour as himſelf, Jar. 22. 379—40, 
which cannot be done by a detracting Tale- 


| bearer. And again, you'll ſee how he is reſent- 


ed in our Corporation, as fair a face as you 
would put on his bad Cauſe. Envy, Murder, 
Debates, Deceits, Malignity, Whiſperings, Back. 


| biters, haters of God, &c. Rom. 1.29, 30. Pray 
| where is his Goodneſs when he is a Companion 
with ſuch a Gang of mercenary Wretches? And 


ſaying, Report, and we will report, Jer. 20. 10, 
was the Practice of the great Enemies of -our City 
and Commonwealth, And whereas you would 
vindicate his adding to a Report; J am fatistied 
that he that will add to a Report, will raiſe one too 
when he pleaſeth, which is expreſly contrary to 
our old Charter and new: for it is {aid, Thou ſhalt 
not raiſe a falſe Report; put not thy hand with 
the wicked to be an unrighteous Wimeſs; Exod. 
23.1- Now if he takes liberty. to add, what 
doth he leſs. than put his hand with the wicked 


to be an unfaithful Witneſs ? Again, by the (ame 


rule, he may improve every little Infirmity into a 
mountainous Guilt; and the little or ſmall Freckle 
into a Leproſy. What Reputation can be ſecured 
from ſuch, who have their dead Flies to caſt a 
ſtink on their Brethren at pleaſure, to corrupt all 
their odorous Virtues? And as to your Inftance of 
Ariſtides's Baniſhment, it's recorded as an Inſtance 
of Heathen Cruelty 3 but Backbiter out ˖ does the 


Cruelty of Oftraciſm, as far as Death is worſe 
than Baniſhment: for in murdering the Name he 


deſtroys 
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deſtroys the Livelihood ; and the Greeks have 2 
ſaying, That a Life is no Life without a Livei- 


hood. Yea a Backbiter or Detractor is a Thief, 


and robs a Man of that which is better than pre- 


cious Ointment, or great Riches, Eccleſ. 7. 1, 


Prov. 22. 1. 
Equi vocator. My wa all I would further have 


ſaid, was to delire that his bad Memory, and the 
want of the uſe of his right Ear may be conſi 
dered, and that his Evidences may be heard. 

Judg. Yes, he {hall have all the favour that can 
be allowed by the Charter of our Corporation; 
and if his Evidences are Perſons of any degree of 
Morality and Repute, they ſhall be heard. Let 
them be called into Court, 

Equivocator, Crier, pray call Mrs. Buſy- be; 
ſhe is own Couſin to the Priſoner. 

Clerk, Crier, call her into Court. 

Crier. Mrs. Buſy- body, O yes, O yes, Mrs, Buſy- 
body. She cannot — her Twattle. Mrs. Buſy- 
body. Ready, ready, Sir. Why do you not 
attend the Court? 

Buſy body. I have ſo much buſineſs betwixt 
one Fend or Neighbour and another, that alas 
am ſeldom at home, or rarely out of imploy, 
my Lord. 

udg. Pray what was your Imploy ? 


Buſy-body. My Lord, if J hear of any ane fail- 


ing committed, it's my deſire and endeavour that 
no body may be i ignorant of it: But I remember 
1 5 read, That the Lips ef the wiſe ſhall inſtrutt 
| nam. 


bb 
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And this, as my Couſin Backbire hath 
00 . muſt be by carrying ones failings to ano» 
ther. 

Judg. Didſt thou ever ſeriouſly read over the 
n of our Corporation? J fear that thou 
ſeldom lookeſt at home. 

Conſtable; No, my Lord, when I ſearch' d for 
Buſy-body, 1 ſaw her Houſe all out of order, and 


| ſhe was juſt going out. 


Juag. How did you know (he was going 
out ? 

Conſtable, Why, my Lord, ſhe had two Glaſſes 
in her hand, and I have been informed of it, and 


that by ſome that had experience of it, | 
Judg. Hold: Pray, Mr. Conſt able, what Glaſſes 


were they ? 


Conſtable, My Lord, one was a at 
Glaſs, and the other a multiplying Glats; with 


the former ſhe with her Coutin Backbiter makes a 


{mall failing a great one, and with the latter one 
failing many. 

Judg. 10s a ſhame chat ſuch i ignorant and per- 
tinacious Practices ſhould be ſuffered in the Sub- 
urbs of our Corporation 3 let her be taken into 
Cuſtody. 

Crier. She is withdrawn and abfconded, my 
Lord: but I hall take care to have her apprehen- 
ded ; for it's one Man's work to have a ſerious 
ft ght F his own Sins, and judg himſelf aright. 

"Ck the Seſſ. Call Mr. Zeal i into Court, 


Criee: | 
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Ready, my Lord, but I cannot fee the way into 
Court. 

Whiſpering-Backbiter. Pray take him by the 
hand, Mr. Equivoc ator, for he is almoſt as blind 
28 2 Poſt. He is handed up 

Judg. Old — what i is your Name, 
Zeal? 

Zeal, My Name is properly Blind Zeal, my 
Lord. 

Judg. I thought ſo, I have heard much of 
ou. 
. Zeal. Yes, my Lord, I was wich Saul when 
he would have ſlain the Gibeonites, 2 Sam. 21.2, 
and with Jchu, 2 Kings 10. 16. and with Saul, 
now called Paul, Acts 9. 1. Phil. 3.6. yea, and 
with thoſe Jews, my Lord, Rom. 10. 2. Vea, 
my Lord, and I know Mr. Bacbbiter to be a 
very zealous Man by this, for he cannot reſt if 
he hears the Report, true or falſe, of another's fail- 
ing; alas he can reſt no more than he that lies 
upon a Bed of Thorns, till others know it; and 
- Chis is his Zeal, my Lord. Yea J have obſerved, 
that he and C arry-tale that lives under his Roof 
dave (trove to out-run each other to carry the bad 
News, as Abimaaz and Cuſhi did, 2 Sam. 18. 
1—23. this was their Zeal, and eudearour to 
eaſe their minds, my Lord. 
Jug. Old Gentleman, you are rightly named ; 
but I frar you never learned rightly to dittinguiſh 
about what your Zeal ' ſhould be exerciſed in. 

Gal. 


Crier, Mr. Zeal, O yes, O yes, Mr. Zeal. 


. ay 
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Gal. 4.18. J good to be zealouſly affefied al- 


weys in. a good thing: What if it be all falſe, 
and thou in cenſuring another doſt but ſentence 
thy ſelf, like David in Nat han's Parable? 2 Sam: 
12. 7. and thou ſheweſt thy ſelf rather to be an 
Accuſer of the Brethren, than a Reclaimer of 
them that are ſuppoſed to have failed, ſuch a 
Zeal will appear to be but diabolical. Application 
ſhould be made to the ſuppoſed Sinner, Gal. 6. 1. 
2 Tim. 2. 25. to regain him in a ſpirit of Meek- 
neſs: but it's evident that Bachbiter carries his 
Teeth in his Tongue. I remember I have read, 
that Bernard ſaid of himſelf, that he never ſaw 
another Man fin, but he was diſtruſtful and jealous 
of his own Heart; Ille heri, tu hodie, & ego 
cras, he was faulty yeſterday, thou to day, and 
I may be ſo to morrow : But I do not ſpeak this 
that Sins ſhould be connived at or diſpenſed with, 
but that the Order and Diſcipline of our Corpo- 
ration may be obſerved. 


1 


_ Clerk of the Seſſ. My Lord, here is another Evi- 
dence for the Priſoner. . 

| Fudg. Let him be called into Court. 

; Crier, Mr. Prejudice, O yes, O yes, Mr, Pre- 
judice. Here, I am ready, Sir. 
- Jude, Pray what are you capable to ſay in be- 
balf of the Priſoner ? Do you know him? 


Prejudice, Yes, my Lord, he is my old Acquain- 


tance, I am his near Neighbour, 


1 dg. What other Neighbours have you that 
are his and your Aſſociates? 


Pre- 
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Prejudice. There is one Mr. Fawning that lives 
in Diſſembling-Alley, next door to him; Mr. IA. 
will, Mrs. Carry-tale that lives under his Roof, 
and a Relation of his that is much with us, one 
Mr. Liar: And if I may ſpeak for the Priſoner, | 
never knew him backbite any of us, but he is very 
friendly to us all; and if he backbites any, there 
is Mr. II. will and my ſelf are both commonly 


with him: and they are ſuch as we have no 


affe ction for, my Lord, that he backbites, and 
we are ſure they do not love us at all. 

Mr. Liar. My Lord, I am defired by the Pri- 
ſoner to ſpeak in his behalf; and if I may be 

rmitted to ſwear, I will take my corporal 
Oath, that Whiſpering- Backbier and his Friends 
are all good Pcople. | 

Judg. Hold, Sirrah, your Oath is not to be 
taken, 

Attorny-General. My Lord, and you Gentle- 
men of the Jury, it is evident there is not one 


Perſon of any Repute that appears to juſtify 


I hiſpering- Backbiter : What Prejudice hath ſaid 
is invalid. What is Concord amongſt the vileſt 
of Men in their Wickedneſs, to the true Peace and 
Unity of Chriſt's Church? Herod and Pilate 


were made Friends, that they might be joint 


Enemies to our Sovereign, Luke 23. 12. Yea 
the Infernals are at an Agreement amongſt them 
Satan is not divided againſt Satan, Luke 11. 18. 


Judg. I ſhall proceed to ſum up the Evi- 


dences. | 


Atterny: 
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Attorny-General. Here is one Evidence more 
that appears againſt the Priſoner. 

Judg. Let him be called. 

Crier. He is here ready, my Lord, 

udg, I know him: Pray, Mr. Divine Know: 

ledg, do you know the Priſoner ? 

Knomledg. Yes, my Lord, but I am a Stran- 


ger to him, I ſuppoſe. 


Judg. Backbiter, Do you know this Gentle- 


man ? 


| Backbiter. No, my Lord; I never had any 


| real acquaintance with him in all my Life. 


Knowleds. My Lord, he is an ignorant ſhal- 


low Soul; had he but a dram of ſanctified Wiſ- 


dom or Divine Grace, he would have learned of 


Mr. Morality, the Porter of our City, to do as 
he would be done unto: And I would have taught 


him, and ſhewed him that Frowardneſs was in his 


Heart; and that ſowing Diſcord among Brethren 
is that which our Sovereign hates. But, my 
Lord, he ſcorned acquaintance with either of 


us; would put his Finger in his Ear, and ſcorned 
( Prov. 6. 14 — 19.) to hear Counſel, How 


could he expect to keep his Place and Privileges 


in our Corporation, who hath ſo long abuſed 
them and his Brethren? | 
Judg. You have given a very cogent Teſtimo- 
ny againſt him, Mr. XKnowledg. I ſhall ſum up 
the Evidences, 

Gentlemen of the Jury, you have heard what 


Mr, Heathen, Mr. Love-truth, Mr. Unity, and 
5 C 2 now 


4 
now Mr. Xnowledg, have ſaid, as alſo what ſcan- 
dalous Perſons appeared in the Priſoner's behalf; 
but care will be taken to purge all ſuch out of 
the Suburbs of our Corporation. Gentlemen, 
you have heard ſome of thoſe Statutes mentioned 


that Whiſpering-Backbiter hath broken: that Sta- 


tute Exod. 23. 1. Thou ſhalt not raiſe (or, Hebr. 
receive) 4 falſe Report. Levit. 19. 16. Thou 
ſhals not go up and down as a Tale-bearer.. Yea 
it is condemned in our new Charter; Luke 3. 14. 
Accuſe no Man falſty: This is expreſly againii 
Backbiter, Yea, how frequently is he ranked 
with the worli of Men? 2 Tim, 3. 3. Without 
natural Affeclions, falſe Accuſers, deſpiſers of 
thoſe that are good, Traitors, &c. Vea, when 
the queliion is put, ho ſhall abide in thy Ta. 
bernacle? or aſcend the holy Hill of Zion? He that 
backbiteth not with his Tongue; or, be that taketh 
not up, or receiveth not a Reproach againſt his 
Neighbour . Pal. 15. 2, 3. & 24. 2. You ſce, 
Gentlemen, the Evil is ſo great, that it ſhuts out 
of the Celeſtial City, and the preſence of our 
Sovercign for ever, Vea, that moral Precept that 
is a binding Statute, of loving bis Neighbour 
as himſelf, is violated. O but Backbiter: he ſor- 
gets himſclf! never regarding that Precept, if a 
Brother of the Corporation be overtaken im a 
fault, to reſtore him in a ſpirit of meckneſs 3 con- 
ſidering thy ſelf, leſt thou ſhouldſt have the like 
occaſion; Gal. 6, 1. As Mr. Adoral Heathen gave 
a hint of Plato's Precept to his Scholars, if they 


heard 
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heard a Report of Evil of another, or ſaw ſome 
failing, preſently to ask themſelves this queſtion 
Num ego feci Tale? Have not I done the like 
my felt, or worſe? So that you ate to conſider 
how ſhort he comes of Morality, who endea- 


| vours to eat cut the Repute of his Nejghbour, 


as hath been witneſſed. Miſchief is in his Heart; 
yea, They ſharpen their Tongues like a Serpent; 
the poiſon of Adders is under their Lips; Plal, 


| 140, 2, 3. So that, Gentlemen, as you regard 


the Honour of our Sovereign, ſbe Rte pute of the 
Worſhip and Devotion uſed in our City, and the 


| Peace of the Companies in our Corporation, 


you mult find for our Soveraign againſt the 
Priſoner at the Bar: And ſo the Lord direct 


you all. 


The Jury went ont, but ſoon agreed unani- 


| mouſly to bring Mbiſpering- Backpiter in guilty 


according to his Indictment, and the Evidences 
againſt him. They return. 
Crier. Make way for the Jury make way 
there, They are all come up to the Bar. 
Judg. Gentlemen of the Jury, are you all 
agreed ? | e | 
Foreman, Yes, my Lord, and have alſo agreed 
to give in our particular Verdicts. 


Hate. Strife. My Lord, I ever hated to ſee 
things done through Strife, Phil. 2. 3. but to 
my Grief I have ſeen Strife and Violence in 

f CY our 
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our City, Pſal. 55. 9. and I have traced home 
one of the chiefeſt cauſes of it to Backbiter'; 
very door; ſo that I am conſcious to my ſelf he 
is guilty according to his Indictment, and evident 
Teſtimonies. 


Love- Brother. 1 am ſure, my Lord, he hath 
been a ſower of Enmity, and a deſtroyer of Uni- 
ty: It's high time to take him off; for, where 
there is no Tale - bearer, Strife ceaſeth; Prov. 26. 
20. There is no greater a Demonſtration of our 
being beloved Citizens of Chriff's-Church, than 
to love one another, Jobn 13. 35. the true Badg 
and Character of Chriſtianity; and it this 
Backbiter be not taken off, our Charter will bc 
broken and loſt. 


Society. ] aſſent to what Mr. Love - Brother 


ſaith; for, my Lord, if he be ſuffered to ſow 


Strife as he hath done, alas a Nation, City or 
Family divided is brought to ruin, Lale 11. 17, 
And what can be a more effectual way to break 
Human and Divine Society ? for as a falſe Wit- 


nels he ſpeaketh Lies, and ſoweth Diſcord among 


Brethren ;, Prov. 6, 19. 


Conde ſcenſion. My Lord, I agree that he is 
guilty 3 and indeed I have wondered at his obſti- 
nacy, that ſuch plain Convictions, not only 
from the Freemen of our Corporation, but allo 
by Mr. Heathen, enough to have melted him 
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to confeſs and forſake, that he may find Mer- 
cy, Prov.28.13. ſhould not work upon him: but 
he obſtinately covered his Sins. 


' Patience, My Lord, I think he hath been 
born with too long: tho I can bear as much 
as ſome, yet the very ſight of Backbiter in our 
Corporation hath greatly provoked me: And 
tho by an angry Countenance I have drove 
him away, Prov. 25.23. yet I could never drive 
him out of his wicked Practice, I agree he is 


guilty. 


Plain- dealing. My Lord, I am not a Man of 
many words ; but to be plain, if ever Man fox- 
feited the Freedom and Privileges of Chriſt's 
Church, Whiſpering-Backbiter. hath done it, for 
he hath proclaimed his Folly : for he that hideth 
Hatred with lying Lips, and he that uttereth 


Slanders is a Fool; his Wickedneſs onght to be 


ſhewed before the whole Congregation, Prov. 26, 


26. that others may tear. 


Faithful. I have long wondered at the de- 
ceit and falſhood of Backbiter > Chriſtians that 
are free of our Corporation thould carry their 
very Hearts in their Hands, and Meanings in their 
Fore-heads 3 but his Mouth hath framed Oeceit, 
Rom, 3. 13. He is guilty according to his In- 
dictment, my Lord. \ 


C34 Charity. 
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Charity. 1 cannot have a good thought of 
him, tho 1 have. ever been unwilling to think 
any evil, 1 Cor. 13. 5. till it hath evidently 
appeared: but, my Lord, this - Backbiter is ſtill 
forging or picking up Thunder-bolts, againſt 
which no Innocency can be an Armour of De- 
fence: He is guilty, I can have no Charity for 
ſuch a one that caſteth Firebrands, Arrows and 
Death at his Neighbours, Prov. 26. 18. and 
counts it ſport. | 


Hope-well. 1 agree, my Lord, that he is evi- 


dently guilty ; yet I would not be without ſome 


hopes that the Order and Diſcipline of our Cor- 
poration will effectually Jaſh him into better 
manners; for tho Folly hath been bound u 
in his Heart, and he hath wrought Folly in our 
Iſrael, Deut 22. 21. yet the Rod. of Correction 
may drive it from him; Prov. 22. 15. 5 


Pray- well. My Lord, it ſhall be my requeſt, | 


that he may learn to take heed that he offends 
not with his Tongue, but that he may keep his 
Mouth as with a Bridle, Pſal. 39. 1. and that 
he may learn to guide: his Tongue, and not 
whet his Tongue like a Sword; and that he may 
ſhoot no more of his Arrows, even bitter words, 


Pſal. 84. 3 8. 


Humility. 
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Humility. My Lord, I agree that the Priſoner 
is guilty according to his Indictment; and it's 
evident that it's the Arrogancy of his Spirit that 
cauſeth him to deſpiſe and ſcandalize others, like 
that Hypocrite of the Synagogue, Luke 18. 9. 
11. Pride, Suſpicion and Envy are always ſor 
ſtaining the clear Fame, and caſting the firſt 

Stone. EY. 


Concord. My Lord, I am clearly of the fame 
mind with Mr. Hate. Strife the Foreman, and do 
ſay he is a ſower of Contention, and where that 
is, there mult needs be Confuſion, and every evil 
Work; James 3. 16. and therefore my Verdict 
is, that he may be no longer ſuffered in our 
Corporation. 743) 


Fudg. Gentlemen, I am glad to ſee you all ſo 
harmonious in your Verdicts, and ſo unanimouſly 
ſhewed your Loyalty to our Soveraign : and in- 


deed you have . ſpoke the very minds of our 


Mayor, Sheriff, and Recorder, namely, Rwle- 
well, Order and Diſcipline ;, and I perceive you 
have given great Satisfaction to our Corporation 
in general. Backbiter, hold up thy hand, and 
hear thy Sentence, 

Crier. Silence about the Court on pain of 
Diſpleaſure. 

Judg. Backbiter, thou haſt fo diſorderly acted, 
that thou mayſt be no longer a Member of our 
| Society, 
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Society, Mr. Church-Dsſcipline ſhall croſs out thy dy 
Name inrolled in our Corporation-Book, and be 
Mr. Newman Priſon-keeper ſhall convey thee back co 
to Confinement, and in thy Apartment there he th 
ſhall cauſe thee to fit down upon the Stool of of 
Repentance, and conſider what thou haſt dont, t! 
whom thou haſt wronged and defamed ; what En- tt 
ryings, Strife, Debates and Whiſperings thou hali Þ of 
cauſed, 1 Cor. 12. 20. Thy Lodging ſhall be 
upon a Bed of Sorrows; yea thy Meat and 
Drink ſhall be the Bread and Water of Godly 
Sorrow and internal Afflictions, till thou haſt 
attained to a rent Heart, and a broken Spirit, 
and canſt demonſtrate a Repentance to Life; then 
thou ſhalt ſtudy to make Reſtitution for all the 
Wrongs thou haſt done in cauſing the Reputa- 
tion of thy Brethren to lie bleeding; then he 
ſhall put thee upon the Heart-work and hard 
work of Mortification, that with the ſound of 
thy Tongue, and blaſt of thy Lips thou mayft 
never cauſe the Reputation of thy Brethren to 
fall flat as the Walls of Jericho. I have read the 
ſaying of an antient Freeman of our City, that 
he obſerved that there was rarely a Member in 
our Corporation in his day, that had attained 
to any degree of Excellency, but there hath been 
teady a black Character by ſome defaming 
Tongue to clap upon him: So that Stars of 
the firſt Magnitude by this means have been 
eclipled. And thou Backb:ter. ſhalt be taught 
by Mr. Newman till thou Loſt learn to bridle 
. thy 
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thy Tongue, all thy Pretences to Religion will 
be vain, Fames 1. 16. And when thou art be- 
come a new Man, then, and not till then, ſhalt 
thou be reſtored to the Privileges and Immunities 
of our Corporation of Chriſt· Church. And fo 
the Lord have Mercy upon thee, and grant 
thee Repentance to Life never to be repented 


of. Amen. | — 
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YE gone my lade Book, tby Meſſage do, 
DO Give thy Advice to all, both Friend and Fo. 
Mew to the World the Evil of thoſe Mrongs 
That have been done by theſe defaming Tongues : 
And if they ſlight thee, let chem ſo, and ſpare not; 
If thou art lov'd by Chriſtians, then I care not. 
I know there*s ſome will ſay, their Tongues their oun, 
And do reſolve to be controui d by none; 
Ter others will thee gladly entertain, 
And by thy Counſel will advantage gain. 
Thou ſpeakeſt plain to ſute each Corporation, 
And doft afford Advice to all the Nation, 
For Cato ſaith, that bath in old and young, 
Virtue begins with a well-guided Tongue, 
If ſome detracting Reader ſhall amend, 
Then thou obtainſt the Writer's cbiefeſt end. 
Lend it not, but let them buy; 

The Price is low, and ſo am l. 


Advertiſement. 


Ote, That the Subſtance of what is here 

publiſhed, was wrote Anno 92. and now 
at the requeſt of ſome is publiſhed in print, not to 
reflect upon any Perſon or Perſons, but ſimply 
and ſincerely to detect that Evil where-ever it is 
found, or amongſt whomſocver it is tolerated 3 
it being confeſſed by all, that its very iujurious 
and oppoſite to Love and Charity. Moreover 
there are ſome other Criminals that according to 
this method, may e're long be apprehended and 
brought to their Trials. 
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